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may arise through normal blological pro-
cesses, hunting, introduced predators, or
habitat disturbance and destruction. Of
course, it }s also fair to say that at various
times during the history of the world
species have disappeared, and I suppose all
of us, from our general education and
reading, can call such species to mind. The
disappearance of all the specles from the
face of the earth has not been caused
solely by the intrusion of man. A number
of the species have disappeared for per-
fectly normal and biological reasons.

The effect of such a declaration will be
to afford the species nominated a special
and exclusive type of protection. They
would already he protected, of course,
under the general provisions of the Fauna
Conservation Act., Under the additional
protection open seasons or any other
partial lifting of conservation measures
would not be permitied.

To emphasise the importance and seri-
ousness attached to providing rare and
threatened species with additional protec-
tion, a maximum penalty of $1,000 is
proposed for any breaches. Undoubtedly
from time to time biologists will be recom-
mending that additional protection should
be granted to further species, Such recom-
mendations will, of course, be considered
on thelr merits and the appropriate action
taken by the Minister in charge of the
fauna conservation portfolio.

Possesslon of protected fauna is not an
offence In itself under the Fauna Conser-
vation Act as 1t stands at the present time,
whether it be lve fauna or the skins and
carcases of fauna. Enforcement officers
have to rely on apprehending persons in
the act of taking protected fauna if they
wish to prove that an offence has occurred.

With the need to regulate the kangaroo
industry, it will be necessary for it to be
an offence to be found in possession of
the skins and carcases of these animals,
uniess they have been taken under license
and have the tag, prescribed by the regu-
lations, attached. Members will recall that
earlier this evening I made reference to
their agreement of a tagging system being
used for the control of this industry. At
the present time an unauthorised shooter
may take kangaroos and if he is not ap-
prehended in the act of taking them he
could sell the earcases or skins to a licensed
processor who would not necessarlly be
committing an offence by being in posses-
slon of them. By adding this provision ft
will remove any temptation to deal in the
skins and carcases of kangaroos which may
have been taken by an unlicensed operator.

Prevention of smuggling of fauna inter-
state and overseas will also be more effec-
tive if possession of the skins and carcases
of protected fauna is in itself an offence.
I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on metion by The
Hon. R. Thompsen.

[ASSEMBLY.]

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON., A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan—Minister for Mines) [8.32
pm.]l: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 8th Sepiember.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned aqft §.33 p.m.

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, the 1st September, 1970

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (30)}: ON NOTICE
1. TRANSPORT
Qualeup-Rocky Gully Area

Mr. COOK, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Has he recelved a proposal or
given consideration to altering the
transport pattern in the Qualeup-
Kojonup~Frankland Rtiver-Rocky
Gully area?

(2) If so, would he detall any proposed
changes and/or dates on which
these changes have taken place or
will take place?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. O'Connor} re-

plied:

(1) and (2) Representations have been
made by members of Parliament
representing these areas and by
people in the area to ascertain
the possibilities of permission to
employ road transport directly to
and from Albany primarily for
grain, wool and superphosphate.
Having in mind that agreement to
this would result in a major
change In the whole transport
pattern In the area and in par-
ticular could endanger the stabil-
ity of the operations of the
W.A G.R., the Director-General of
Transport was instructed to try
and devise a total operating pat-
tern for rail and road in respect of
all commoditles to and from all
destinations which would achieve
the objectives of the representa-
tions without radically threatening
the stability of the W.A.G.R. oper-
ations in the area. The Director-
QGeneral of Transport produced a
proposal but it did not meet the
foregoing conditions. Thus no
change is intended at this junc-
ture.
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TRANSPORT

Katgnning-Tambellup Area

Mr., COOK, to the Minister for
Transport.

(1) As a result of the study by the
ofice of the Director-General of
Transport of the transport pat-
tern in the—

(a) Tambellup-Gnowangerup

area;

(b) Katanning-Boyup Brook area;
{¢) Katanning-Nyabing area,

has he received any proposals or
given any consideration to alter-
ing the transport system in these
areas?

(2) If so, would he detail any pro-
posed changes?

Mr, COURT (for Mr. O'Connor) re-
plied:

(1) and (2) In respect of Tambellup-
Gnowangerup, the Director-Gen-
eral of Transport was not able to
formulate a plan that was accept-
able to the Government or thought
to be acceptable to the majority
of local people. Accordingly the
propesal was that no change
should be made and this has been
accepted.

The proposal concerning the
Katanning-Boyup Brook area and
south thereof was for road rather
than rail orientation to Albany
for the bulk commodities. This
would be beneficial to the major-
ity of the people in the area but
it results in a severe disbenefit to
the W.AG.R. Accordingly no
change is intended.

No proposal has been received in
respect of Nyabing-Katanning.

3. COMMONWEALTH RESTRICTIVE

TRADE PRACTICES ACT

Introduction of Complementary
Legislation

Mr. TONKIN, to the Premier:

(1) Has the Government any intention
now, or in the future of introduc-
ing legislation complementary to
the Commonwealth Restrictive
Trade Practices Act?

(2) If “No" will he give reasons in
view of the fact that it has been
stated on behalf of the Common-
wealth Government that the
absence of complementary legis-
lation in the States limits the
effectiveness of the Common-
wealth Act?

Mr. NALDER (for Sir David Brand)

replied:

(1) and (2) The State Government
does not favour the Common-
wealth’s Restrictive Trade Prac-
tices Act.

This gquestion was postponed until
Thursday, the 3rd September.

5. BTATE TAXATION DEPARTMENT

Appointments
Mr. DAVIES, to the Treasurer:

(1) How many appointments—per-
manent and temporary—have
been made to the State Taxation
Department?

(2) How many in each category have
vei to be made?

Mr. NALDER {(for Sir David Brand)

replied:

(1} 332.

(2) Permanent—27.

Temporary—Varies according to
seasonal requirements.

SOLAR SALT INDUSTRY

Indebtedness to Public Works Department

Mr. TONKIN, to the Treasurer:

(1) What is the explanation for the
wrongful charging of Public Works
—Departmental Works and Sales
Account with the amount of
$234,256 Solar Salt Industry,
Shark Bay, in the flnancial year
ended the 30th June, 19697

(2) What is the arrangement for re-
payment of the debt?

(3) What rate of interest is charged
on the debt?

(4) How was the debt incurred?

(6} What was the total outstanding
at the 30th June, 19707

Mr, NALDER ({(for Sir David Brand)
replied:

(1) The Government agreed with
Shark Bay Salt Pty. Ltd. to
arrange for the dredging of Den-
ham Channel by the Public Works
Department and to provide navi-
gation ailds. In these circum-
stances the use of the account
‘Public Works — Departmental
Works and Sales'” was considered
appropriate.

(2) and (3) Under the agreement
with Shark Bay Salt Pty. Ltd., the
State was to be repaid at a rate of
15¢ per ton on all salt shipped.
No interest was chargeable. How-
ever, the salt field has now been
leased to new operators and the
conditions governing the repay-
ment of the debt are being re-
negotiated.

(4) The debt represents the balance
of the cost of dredging the channel
required under the agreement.

(5) $230,906.
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RURAL RELIEF FUND
Financial Position
TONKIN, to the Treasurer:
Since the 30th June, 1969, what
transactions have been recorded
in the Treasury trust account re-
lating to the Rural Relief Fund set
up under the Act of 1935-477
What was the amount by which
the fund was in credit at the 31st
August, 19707
What obstacles, if any, are in the
way of the money In the fund
being used to help farmers who
are at present in serious financial
difficulty?

Mr. NALDER ({for Sir David Brand)

replied:

(1) Nil

(2) $430,243.

(3) The Commonwealth Bankruptcy
Act which inhibits operations of
rural relief boards. It is under-
stood that the Federal Govern-
ment has declded to Introduce
legislation to enable these boards
to operate effectively.

ASSISTANCE TO DISTRESSED
FARMERS ACCOUNT

Financial Posilion

Mr. TONKIN, to the Treasurer:

(1) What was the amount standing to

the credit of the account for Com-

monwealth Grants and Advances

for Assistance to Distressed Farm-

ers at the 30th June, 1970?

What was the balance of the ac-

count at the 31st August, 1970?

What was the nature of the latest

transaction relating to the account

and on what date was it recorded?

Mr, NALDER ({(for 8ir David Brand)

replled:

(1) $27.884.

(2) $27.884.

(3) On the 18th December, 1964, a
payment of $150 was made to J.
D. Dease of Nungarin, heing the
last instalment of & grant of
$1,190 approved in 1855.

TRANSPORT
Tambellup-Mt. Barker Area

Mr. MITCHELL, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Has the Director-General of
Transport made any inquiry into
the {ransport problems which
exist in the following areas:—
(a) Tambellup-Lake Toolbrunup

area;
() Cranbrook-Frankland area;
{(¢) Unlecup-Bokarup area;
(d) Mt. Barker-Rocky Gully area?

Mr.
(1)

(2}

(3}

2)

(3

10.

(2) If “No” when will this be under-
taken?

(3) If “Yes” when can a copy of the
findings be obtalned?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. O’Connor) re-
plied:

(1) (a) Not specifically in respect of
the Tambellup-Lake Tool-
brunup area, though the prob-
lems of that part of the State
are reflected in work done in
respect of the whole Tambel-
lup-Gnowangerup area.

Again not speclfically, but
when working up a proposal
relative to the EKatanning-
Boyup Brook area it became
obvious that it would be neces-
sary to take note of the proh-
lems in the Cranbrook and
fi‘rankland areas at the same
me. .

(c) and (d) As for (1) (b).
Answered by (1).

Copies of the two papers outlining
findings in respect of the Tambel-
lup-Gnowangerup and Katanning-
Boyup Brook areas are available
and have been widely circulated.
However, as may be inferred from
the answers to (1) (b), (¢}, and
(d), the papers do not deal speci~
fleally with these individual areas.
However, their characteristics are
identical to the area as a whole
and were taken into account when
proposals were formulated.

(b)

(2)
(&)

MUSEUM

Historic Wrecks: Negotigtions with
Netherlands Government

Mr. HARMAN, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Have discussions taken place be-
tween the Western Australian
Museum and the Netherlands
Government concerning the pre-
servation of relies from certain
wrecks?

If so, what has resulted?

LEWIS replied;
Yes.

In 1968 the Netherlands Depart-
ment of Culture, Recreation and
Soclal Work sponsored a visit by
Mr. G. D. van der Heide to West-
ern Australia to advise the Nether-
lands Ministry of Culture and the
Western Australian Museum on
matters concerning the protection
and conservation of wrecks of
Dutch East Indiamen. Mr. van
der Helde is Director of the Mus-
eum voor de Ijsselmeerpolders,
Schoklend and adviser to the
Netherlands Minister of Culture on
shipwrecks.

(2}

Mr.
(1}
(2)
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As a result of this visit Mr. van
der Helde made recommendations
relating to policy and stafl train-
ing, which were adopted by the
trustees as the policy of the
Mugeum.

Following these recommendations,
Mr. Harry Bingham, leader of the
W.A. Museum diving team, spent
three months in Holland being
trained in procedures of wreck
excavation, and Mr. Eric Car also
visited Holland to study conser-
vation methods. Both Mr. Bing-
ham and Mr, Car worked closely
with, and under the guidance of,
Mr. van der Heide at his museum.
Since Mr. Car's return to Western
Australia a conservation labora-
tory to treat material recovered
from wrecks has been established.

DROUGHT RELIEF
Applications
H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

1}

@)

3)

Mr.
(g}
(2)
3

What is the total number of ap-
plications for drought relief which
have heen received over the last
12 months?

How many of these applications
have heen granted?

How many of these applications
were rejected on the grounds that
the Rural and Industries Bank was
unable to obtain a first mortgage
on the properties offered by the
applicants as securlty?

NALDER replled:
400.

273.

20.

This gquestion was postponed.

BRIDGES

Swan River
Mr. JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Works:

(0}

2)

1)

When is it anticipated that tend-
ers will be called for any or all
of the proposed up-river bridges
between the Canseway and the
Bassendean-Guildford bridge?
How soon can some relief of traf-
fic congestion on the Garratt Road
bridge be expected, and what is
causing the holdup in negotiations
between the Main Roads Depart-
ment and the local authorities
concerned?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Two new bridges are being plan-
ned to cross the Swan River be-
tween the Causewsy and Guildford.
One is the Burswood Island bridge

14,

(2)

Mr,
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and the other is the duplication of
the Garratt Road bridge. Plan-
ning and preliminary deslgn stud-
ies are belng carried out for both
these structures.

Subject to agreement belng reach-
ed with the authorities concerned
and also to the availability of
finance, it 1s expected that tenders
will he called for the Burswood
Island bridge in the financlal year
1972-73.

It is planned to make a start on
the construction of the Garratt
Road bridge during the current
finaneial year,

Some improvement to traffic
movement will be brought about
by the widening of the section of
Garratt Road between the existing
bridge and QGuildford Road. This
work will commence before the
end of this year and will be com-
pleted during Aprll, 1971. It will
be carried out Jointly by the Bays-
water Shire Counell and the Main
Roads Department.

The Belmont Shire Counecil sub-
maitted proposals for an alterna-
tive design for the Garratt Road
bridge. This is being Investigated.

HOUSING
Kalgoorlie
T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Housing:

How many rental homes are sche-
duled for erection at Kalgoorlie
during this financial year?

. O'NEIL replied:

Eighteen units are programmed
for the Kalgoorlie-Boulder area in
1970-71. Decision as to whether
these will be remtal or purchase
will be made in the light of ruling
clrcumstances when units are
nearing completion.

TAXI LICENSES

Midlend-Guildford-Bassendean

Mr.

BRADY, to the Minister for

Transport;

(1)

)

3)

Wil he state the number of taxis
licensed to operate In the follow-
ing centres in the years 1965 and
1970—

(a) Midland;
(b) Guildford;
(¢) Bassendean?

Were the taxis licensed on the
basis of population in the respec-
tive centres?

What 1s the basis for permitting
licenses at present?
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COURT <{(for Mr. O’Connor) re-

plied:

(83

2)
&)

Mr.

No taxi-cars are restricted to oper-
ate in Midland, Gulldford, or
Bassendean centres. The only
restricted area leenses issued apply
to the Goshells and Armadale-
Eelmscott Shires respectively.
Otherwise all licensees may oper-
ate anywhere in the Taxi Board's
control area which extends from
Gnangara Road in the north, to
Singleton Beach in the south and
from the west coast to Armadale,

Answered by (1).

Sectlon 11 (2) of the Taxi-cars
{Co-ordination and Control) Act,
1963-70 reads as follows—

The number of taxi-cars that
may be licensed to operate with-
in the metropolitan area shall
not at any time exceed one for
every seven hundred of the
population or be less than one
for every elght hundred of the
population of that ares, as from
time to time estimated or de-
clared by the Deputy Common-
wealth Statisticlan for the State.

From time to time the board re-
views the positlon and issues
tl:_dd;:lonal lcenses within these
imits.

KING'S PARK
Director: Applications
BURKE, to the Minister for

Lands:

1)

(¢

)

(8}

How many applications have been
recelved for the position of Diree-
tor, King's Park and Botanic
Garden?

What are the names and quali-
fications of the respective appli-
cants?

When is a decision lkely to be
made on the appointment of a
director?

. BOVELL replied:

to (3) I am informed that 11
applications have been received so
far.

It must be remembered, of course,
that the applications closed at
midnight only last night.

Names, in the interests of appli-
cants, are confidential.

Here again, some applicants
marked their applications **Con-
fidential” because they are in
other employment. Naturally it
would not be in the best interest
of those concerned to convey de-
tails of their applications.

Applications have come from
England, Ceylon, Malaysla, New
Guinesn, Eastern States, Australian
Capital Territory and Western
Australia.

The King’s Park Board, which 1is
the employing authority, will con-
sider applications when the Presi-
dent, Sir Thomas Meagher, re-
turns to the State In the near
future.

17. COURTHOUSE
Midland

Mr. BRADY, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:

(1) Is 1t intended to build a new
courthouse in Spring Park Road,
Midland?

(2) Has it been decide@ to call tenders
for bullding in the near future?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).

18. RAILWAY INSTITUTE
Education: Government Assistance

Mr. BRADY, to the Minister for
Rallways:

(1) What financial assistance was
agllowed the Railway Institute for
purposes of educational activities
in each of the years 1965 to 1970?

(2) Is it intended to give greater
assistance to the institute in the
current year to encourage more
students into the various classes?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Q'Connor) re-
plied:

(1> Expenditure on education activi-
ties administered by the Railway
Institute 1s pald for in full by the
Railways Department. The ex-
penditure in each of the years
1865-1970 was as follows—

$
1964-65 28,746
1965-66 28,117
1966-67 28,603
1967-68 31,420
1968-69 33,700
1969-70 .- 36,966

(2) Expenditure, which 1s expected to
be higher In 1870-71, is deter-
mined by the number of enrol-
ments in part-time classes and the
number of full-time classes it is
necessary to rumn.

Every encouragement is given to
staff to enrol and qualify in sub-
jects suitable to their employment.
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NATURAL GAS

Appliances: Cost of Convergion

Mr.

FLETCHER, to the Minister for

Electricity:

1)

2)

3)

(4)

)
2}
(3)

(4)

20.

When natural gas is piped south

to the metropolitan area, what will

be the approximate total cost of

conversion of domestic gas appli-

ances to the new fuel?

Will this be met by—

ta) the State Electricity Com-
mission;

(b a private company; or

(¢) the consumer?

What is the relative calorific value

of—

(n) existing gas;

(h) natural gas?

Is there any plan to incorporate

the area covered by the Fremantle

Gas and Coke Company in the

area to be reticulated with natural

gas?

. NALDER replied:

$50 per consumer.

No decision yet taken.

(a) 512 B.T.U’s per cubic foot.
(b) 1,030 B.T.U’s per cubic foot.

This is a matter for decision by
t.ht’v;e;1 Fremantle Gas and Coke Co.
Litd.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES'

HOUSING AUTHORITY

Air-Conditioning Units: Remote Areas

Mr.

)

2)

3>

“4)
(6

BURT, to the Premier:

Is it the intentjon of the Govern-

ment Employees’ Housing Author-

ity to provide houses with air

conditioning units in areas south

of the 26th parallel?

If so—

(a) which areas will be selected;

() what types of air conditioners
will be provided?

Will the departments concerned

assist the occupiers to pay for elec-

tric current consumed?

If so, on what basis?

What other amenitles will be

given to occuplers of Government

houses in remote areas, following

the recent visit by Government

Employees’ Housing Authority
officers?
Mr. NALDER (for Sir David Brand)
replied:
(1) Yes.
(2} (a) The subnorthern zone which

includes localities north of the
30th parallel, but not includ-
ing the South-West Land
Divislon.

21.

3

(5)

Mr.
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(b) Either a 1§ h.p. window type
refrigerated unit or evapora-
tive cooling unit depending
upon power sources and clim-
ate,

and (4) Departments will pay for
up to 480 units of power during
those months in which the mean
minimum temperature does not
fall below 70° F. The payment
will be made at the lowest current
rate where there is a differential
in current charges, the tenant to
pay any service charge involved.
Where the electricity consumed is
less than 480 units in & month,
the departmental subsidy will be
on the bhasis of the department’s
paying the total account at the
lowest current rates where there
is a differentlal current charge,
less any service charge applied.

Ceillng fans will be provided in
all authority houses in Carnarvon.
Requests for the provision of fill-
ing and loam in those areas
where rock surface or eroslon s
troublesome will be examined by
the authority.

The effectiveness of improved
solar hot water systems is to be
investigated.

Due to service difficulties in some
areas, spare washing machines
and refrigerators are to be located
in certain centres to obviate pre-
sent occaslonal Inconveniences.
The authority for tenants to incur
expenditure on urgent and minor
maintenance has been increased
from %20 to $30.

HEALTH
Breakfast Cereals
BERTRAM, to the Minlster repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

1

@2
3

(1)

By reason of the contradictory
statements published recently as
to the nutritional value or absence
thereof in certain breakfast cer-
eals, 1s he able to make a public
announcement as to the factual
position therein?

If “Yes” when?
If “No" why?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Yes. The composition of Austra-
Han food is kept under periodic
review by the Nutrition Commitiee
of the National Health and Medi-
cal Research Councll. Analyses of
breakfast foods have been pub-
lshed under the direction of this
committee in the booklet Tables of
Composition of Australlan Foods
by A, Osmond and W. Wilson and
issued by the Australian Institute
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of Anatomy in Canberra. In this
publication an sattempt has been
made to give representative values
for precooked hreakiast foods not
fortified with thiamine.

The values per ounce of edible

portion as purchased are as fol-
lows—

Wheat

Blscuits,

Wheat

Bran Cora- Rice Flakes

Flakes  Bubbles and

. Puffed

‘Wheat

Water 2:3 -8 -7 2:8
Proteln 3.1 2.4 1-7 39
Fat ... 1-2 2 -1 -7
Carbo -hydrate 20-5 241 25.0 211
Calorles e 14 107 109 89
Calclum 28 2 8 10
Iren ... 37 ‘8 <5 1-4
Carotene (] [} 0 0
Vitamin A ] 0 0 Q
Thlsmine 11 3 ] 12

Ribofiavin <07 03 <02 -05
Niacin 5L -5 -3 1-3
Vitamin ¢ ... ] o 0 o

2) and (3) Answered by (1),

22. STATUTORY WOOL MARKETING
BCHEME

23.

Mr,

Introduction
GAYFER, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

Mr.

Following talks he has had at
Agricultural Council level last
week, is it known when the plan
for the statutory authority for
the marketing of wool is to be
introduced by the Commonwealth
Government?

. NALDER replied:

There has heen no information
on when the plan for the statutory
authority for the marketing of
wool is to be introduced by the
Commonwealth Government.

DROUGHT RELIEF
Water Drilling Programme
YOUNG, to the Minister for

Lands:

O

2)

L&)

)

Has a new drilling programme for
water been considered in those
newly declared drought areas?

Would he consider that such a
programme would be able to locate
further supplies, or does he con-
slder that the areas were covered
adequately last year?

Would he outline any proposals
that he has for boring in the
Neridup area east of Esperance?

. BOVELL replied:

Recommendations are being con-
sidered for a drilling programme
covering the declared drought
areas within the Gnowangerup,
Albany, and Ravensthorpe shires,
a8 also generally the Neridup area
within the Esperance Shire.

24.

25.

(2}

(3)

Mr.

There are a number of propertles
within these first three areas
whose owners did not apply for
exploratory boring last year.
These, together with public re-
serves, will be the subject of a
prior hydro-geological survey.
Answered by (1) above.

MINING

Approval of Claims: Delay

MOIR, to the Minister represent-

ing the Minister for Mines:

o)

(2)

Are any mineral claim applica-
tions which have been recom-
mended for ministerial approval
still awaiting the Minister's ap-
proval after three years; if so,
how many?

Have any mineral claim applica-
tlons in this category been await-
Ing approval for—

(a) two and a half years;

(b) two years;

(¢) one and & half years;

(d) one year;

(e) six months;

(1Y three months;

- if so, how many In each cate-

)

@

gory?

. BOVELL replied:

For the year 1987—17,

For the year 1963—588.

Reasons for these outstanding ap-
pleations include such matters as
disputed ground, defective applica-
tlons and outstanding information
required by the department.

Not avallable. To provide the de-
tailed information requested by the
member would need the services
of several officers for a very con-
siderable time. In view of the
extreme staff activity in regard to
processing present and future ap-
plications further problems and
delay would result In obtaining
thiz information.

ESSENTIAL SERVICES
Provigion: Finance

. BERTRAM, to the Premler:

Reference the statement In the
Governor's speech, namely-—
The Government has, within
the limits of its financial re-
sources, been able to cope with
the pressures of growth and de-
velopment, especially the pro-
vision of essential services
can he give an estimate of what
additional sum of money is neces-
sary to enable the Government tn
the present financial year to cope
with the pressures of growth and
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development especially the provi-
sion of essential services without
it being limited by reason of un-
availability of finance?

Mr, NALDER (for Sir David Brand)
replied:
The capital works programme and
the revenue Budget for this year
are now heing framed and until
these are completed there is no
basls for such an estimate.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Day Labour Force

Mr. DAVIES, to the Minister for
Works:

(1) Of the permanenit and temporary
persons in the employ of the Pub-
lic Works Department day labour
force as at the 30th June, 1970,
how many of each category were
employed in the architectural and
engineering sections?

What were the trade category
rgt;ings of the employees concern-
ed?

2>

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Permanent and temporary em-
ployees for architectural and
engineering divisions are as
under—

Perm- Tem-
anent porary
Architectural
Division 468 477
Engineering
Division 2,003 351
2,471 828

Break up of the above figures into
trade categories is shown on two
statements which I request per-
mission to table.

The statements were tabled.

2)

SWAN PORTLAND CEMENT
COMPANY

Land.: Tabling of Plan
Mr. DAVIES, to the Minister for
Lands:

Will he table a plan showing the
land owned by the Swan Portland
Cement Company at Rivervale
and its relationship to land be-
tween the company’s site and the
Swan River?

., BOVELL replied:

A plan showing the desired in-
formation is submitted for tabling.

The plan was tabled.
{20}

23.
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EDUCATION
Cluster Classrooms

Mr. NORTON, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is there any difference In respect
of bullding cost per child place
between the cluster type class-
rooms and traditional classrooms;
if so, what is the difference?

Is the area per child place in
cluster type classrooms any dif-
ferent from the traditional class-
rooms; if so, what is the differ-
ence?

. LEWIS replied:

An sgccurate cost comparlson is
not possible as it is some years
since a complete traditional type
primary school has been built.
Furthermore, the new cluster type
schools contain many additional
facilities both for pupils and
teaching staff. On the informa-
tion available, approximate costs
are $400 per child place for a
cluster type school and $300 for &
traditional type school.

The area per child in cluster type
schools is 25 square feet as against
16 square feet in traditional type
schools.

(2)

(1

2

TWILIGHT COVE RESERVE
Dedicotion as Class “A”

Mr. COOK, to the Minister for
Lands:

(1> Is there an “A”-class reserve
known as the Twilight Cove re-
serve?

What is the acreage in this re-
serve?

Will he make a map available
showing the boundaries of the
reserve?

Was any investigation carried out
to determine whether or not this
ares should be classified “A”-
class?

If so, who carried out the investi-
gation?

On what date did the investiga-
tion commence, and on what date
was the investigation completed?

Were any fleld trips made to the
area in course and as part of the
investigation?

If so, how many and what was
their duration?

Is there a report avallable show-
ing the results of the investiga-
tion; if so, would he make a copy
avallable?

If no investigation was carrled out,
what factors influenced the Gov-
ernment’s decislon to declare it
“A"-class?

2)
&)

4)

5

6>

M

(8

9

(10)
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Mr. BOVELL replied:

(1)

to (10) Twilight Cove is situated
within Class “A"” Reserve No.
27632, which extends from Israel-
ite Bay almost to the South
Australian border and contains
approximately 1,535,500 acres. The
boundaries of reserve are
indicated on the plan which is
submitted for tabling. The pur-
pose of the reserve is for a primi-
tive area for preservation and
study of flora, fauna, geological
and anthropological features. It
was declared and classified follow-
ing investigations extending over
a period of years by professional
officers of the Lands and Surveys
Department, and the Western Aus-
trallan Museum, and after study
by the Western Australlan sub-
committee of the Australian Acad-
emy of Science Committee on
National Parks. I understand this
report 1s avallable in the Parlia-
mentary Library.

The plan was tabled.

30.

TIMBER

Hamersley Iron Pty. Limited: Houses

at Paraburdoo

Mr. H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Industrial Development;

1)

2)
@)

4)
5

(6)

&)

@

(9}

(10)

(11

Has Hamersley Iron Pty. Limited
contracted for the construction of
new houses at Paraburdeo?

If s0, how many houses?

Will the seantling timber to be
used be imported from South-East
Asla?

If so, what country?

What volume of timber is to be
used in the contract, and which
species and grades?

What 1s the total wvalue of all
such timber to be imported?

Is the Government aware that the
scantling timber to be imported is
directly competitive with Western
Australian hardwoods?

Since loca! timbers are not being
used at Paraburdoo, will he indi-
cate the loss of revenue to the
State Government in—

(a) royalty income;

(b)Y W.A.G.R. revenue:

{¢) sea freight revenue;

(d) other charges, such as wharf-
age and handling?

Is there a provisionh in all iron ore
agreements which requires that
materials used in construction
shall be produced within the State
as far as reasonably possible?
Does this apply to the Hamersley
company?

What s the criterion upon which
the QGovernment would insist on
invoking this clause?

12)

13

(14}

What latitude of economic advan-
tage would the Government
countenance before permitting im-
portation?

Were local firms asked to tender
for the supply of scantling to the
houses referred to above?

If so, what were the prices guoted
in relation te imported timber?

. COURT replied:

As the honourable member ap-
pears to be concerned that Ham-
ersley Iron Pty. Limited may not
bhe giving local people a fair share
of contracts required to meet its
development programme, I can
assure him that there are many
cases where local firms have been
given preferment even though
their prices have not been the
lowest and in fact the local firms
have sometimes been substantially
higher in price.

Included in examples of this are
some major timber orders inclugd-
ing sleepers.

For his information, this company

has already used Western Austra-

llan sleepers, valued at nearly

$5,000,000 and has currently let a

further contract worth $2,000,000

for the supply of sleepers for the

Paraburdoo-Tom Price rallway to

a Western Australlan firm,

Without these orders the Western

Australian timber industry could

have been in considerable diffi-

cuilty.

It might also interest the member

to know that 400 houses being

built for Hamersley Iron at Ear-

ratha are being constructed by a

Western Australian firm and that

the timber being used is all local

There are of course limits beyond

which we cannot reasonably ex-

pect developers to go.

In dealing more specifically with

the member's questions the

ANSWers are—

(1) Yes.

(2) 588 houses in two contracts,
the first of which 1s for 50
houses, and the second for
538,

(3) Some of the scantling timber
will be imported from South-
East Asia.

(4) Malaysia.

(5) Approximately 2,400,000 super
feet. Species are mainly jar-
rah and keruing.

(6) This is not known, as it will
be dependent on availability
of supplies to meet the con-
struction timetable for the
houses.
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(7) Yes.

(8} It 1Is incorrect to say “local
timbers are not being used at
Paraburdoo” but the estimat-
ed loss of revenue if all local
timber had been used is ap-
proximately:

{a) royealty income—$35,000.

(b) WAGR. revenue —
$77,000.

(¢} and (d) not applicable,
as it is understood trans-
port by sea will not be
used.

These amourits are compara-
tively small when measured
against the very large sleeper
and other orders supplied
from Western Australian
forests.

(9) There is a provision along the
lines indicated by the mem-
ber in all iron ore agreements.

(10) Yes, and I believe the com-
pany s complying with it.

(11) and (12) Many considerations

are involved such as price, de-
livery times, quality, design,
suitability of product, produc-
tion capacity etc.
Each case would depend upon
the particular clrcumstances
to be considered, but expres-
sed generally the clause would
be invoked where, in the Gov-
ernment’s view, it was reason-
ably and economically prac-
ticable for the company to
use labour, maiterials, plant,
equipment and supplies avail-
able in Western Austrelia.

Generally speaking there is

excellent liaison and co-oper-

atlon from the main develop-
ers.

(13) All major local mills were in-
vited to tender.

(14) The difference is considerable
but it is not thought desirable
to disclose this figure in this
manner. After all, It is
company money being ex-
mlded and not Government

N

QUESTIONE (5): WITHOUT NOTICE

WHEAT
Statutory Declaration Cards

Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What number and percentage of

statutory declaration cards con-
cerning wheat acreage sown In
1970 have been returned from
growers?

(2) When is it now expected that

wheat quotas will be issued to
farmers?

Mr. NALDER replied:
I thank the honourable member
for prior notice of his question,
the reply to which 1s as follows:—

(1) 10,780 statutory declaration cards
were forwarded to growers. Of
these, 9,100 have been returned
giving a percentage return of
84.57 per cent.

(2) The first week in October, 1970.

2. WORKERS COMPENSATION

Weekly Paymenis

Mr. MOIR, to the Minister for Labour:

(1) For male, female, wife allowances,
child allowances, what s the cur-
rent weekly payments for each
category applying under the New
South Wales, Vietorian, Queens-
land, South Australlan, Western
Australlan, Tasmanian and Com-
monwealth compensation Acts?

(2) In respect of matters raised in
(1), what arve the rates contain-
ed in the Commonwealth com-
pensation Act amendments?

(3) Has the Minister seen the Federal
Treasury explanatory memoran-
dum attached to the Comman-
wealth Employees Compensation
Bill, 19707 If so, what action
has been taken to amend the West-
ern Australian Act in the light of
that report?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:

I thank the honourable member
for giving me ample notice of his
intentions to ask this question.
The answer is as follows:—

(1) The following table represents
rates In force as at the lst Jan-
uary, 1970. Detalls of movement
in rates since that date, If any,
are not known.

Adult Adult Wife's Child

Maie Fewnle Allowanee Allowance
New South 75 per cent, of average $7.00 §3.00
Wales weekly earnings with
maximum of 8:6.00
Victoria $20,00 or nverage $6.00 32.50

weekly earnings,
whichever Is the lenst

ueensland €0 per 80 per 23 r 7} per

¢ oem!nof cent'.»ot‘ ce:it.pgf cent. of
nverafe average baslc basle
weekly

.00 (206
earnings  eatnin ($3.80)  ($2.75)
—Imaxi- —maxil-

mum mum
$20.30 femals
baslc wage

South Aus- 75 per cent.ofnverage $9.00 $3.50
tralla weekly earnlngs with
maxlmum of $27.00

Western Aus-  $268.10 §10.60 $6.00 $3.00

Tasmonin 70 per cent, of de- 17 per o per
clared baalc wage cent, of cent. of

($25.30) declared  declared
basle basle
wage

{87.20) (i‘;‘.g‘t’))
Common- $28.15, or weelly earn-  $6.40 $2.60

wealth inga If less than §23.15
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(2) Proposals contained in the Bill

(3)

for amendments to Common-
wealth compensation legislation
were as follows:—

4,

WATER SUPPLIES
Harvey Weir

Mr. I. W. MANNING, to the Minister

Adl}lt F.;Adn::i M}Vil‘e'a A)lchﬂd for Works:
Male emale owance owance 1 draw the Minister’s attention to
$31.80  $31.80  $7.70 82.80 a hoadine article. . tha South

Yes, the memorandum was stud-
ied, and, together with all other
available information, faken into
consideration when framing
amending legislation.

3. ALUMINA CONSTRUCTION CAMP,

PINJARRA

Western Times, which is titled,
“Harvey Weir Wall Cracking,”
and ask him the following ques-
tions:—

(1) Is there any danger to the
residents of Harvey because of
the deterioration of the wall
of the Harvey Weir?

(2) As a result of the precaution-

Non-Compliance with Health Regulotions

Mr. MOIR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Health:

ary measure of lowering the
level in the weir, will the nor-
mal allocations to irrigated
properties be in any way re-

In view of the allegations that
the Pinjarra alumina construc-
tion camp is contrary {o the Pub-
lic Health Department Regula-
tions published in June, 1970, will
the Minister advise—

(1> On what date did the Pub-
lic Health Department
approve of the camp coming
into existence?

(1) This is a matter for the loeal
health authority; that is, the
Murray Shire Council. It
is understood that the council
approved of the establishment
of the camp in February last

stricted during the coming
season?

In view of the unsatisfactory
condition of the wall of the
Harvey Weir, is it the Gov-
ernment’s intention to make
an early announcement con-
cerning the construction of
the proposed new dam on the
Hsarvey River?

()]

(2) Has the Public Health De- Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
partment inspected the camp (1) With regard to public safety
since? in connection with the Harvey

(3) In what respects does the g:g’tg:e{-ee?g 1§§e§§$§?ﬂ%§
camp not comply with the level of water in the dam has
ahove mentioned regulations? been dropped by 9 feet from

crest, and this is an addi-
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied: tional precaution, in view of

the condition of the dam, to
ensure there will be no dan-
ger. It is true there has been
some cracking of the wall of
the dam and this has given
some concern to the engin-
eers in overcoming the en-

;‘I’rféorfegumgommﬁggucggf glneering problems associated
mulgated. with it.

(2) The camp has been inspected
by local authority officers on
more than one oceasion.
About six weeks ago an officer
of the Public Health Depart-
ment, who was present in

Pinjarra for another purpose,

Perhaps I might explain that
the Harvey Weir was built in,
I think, 1915, and the wall
was then about 4¢ feet high.
Subsequently, about 15 or 16
years later, a top was put on
this thus providing another
face on the dam. I think this

was asked to Inspect the was completed in 1931 and the
freezer and chiller facilities dam is interlocked in two
in company with the local in- sections.

spector.

There is no definite evidence
that the camp does not com-
ply with the regutations, but
the local authority has been
asked to confirm this as soon
as possible.

After note: The construction
camp regulations are at pre-
sent under review.

(&)

In the iIntervening years water
has apparently infiltrated between
the two sectlons of the dam, in
the Interface, eand this has cre-
ated some pressure.

Already the engineers from the
Public Works Department have
taken steps to alleviate the situ-
ation. They have, among other
things, drilled out from the toe of
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the first face, three-inch diameter
holes which relleve the water
pressure there. In addltion, as the
newspaper report probably states,
the joint along the crest of the
original dam has been caulked
to prevent too much water get-
ting into the crack.

I can sum up by saying that it is
considered there is no public dan-
ger involved.

I am Informed again by the en-
gineers that, principally because
of the Stirling Dam backing the
Harvey Weir, there will be no
guestion of rationing this coming
summer as a result of the lower-
ing of the level by 9 feet.

The Stirling Dam is some 14
miles or 15 miles upstream
and is currently overflowing.
It is possible, by the use of
stop boards, to lift the level of
the Stirling Dam higher, and this
15 usually done towards the end
of the winter months, if necessary,
and if 1t is seen no floods are
lkely to occur. It is therefore ex-
pected that water can be let down
from the Stirling Dam to ensure
the avallability of water for irrl-
gatton farmers during the summer
months.

The honourable member made
mention of the unsatisfactory con-
dition of the wall of the Harvey
Weir. It is In an unsatisfactory
condition at present and, In due
course, consultants will be en-
gaged to advise just how best
to ensure the dam can operate at
full capacity without any neces-
sity for extra precautions. This
will probably invelve the holting
of the interiaces.

It Is opportune for me to men-
tion that a new Harvey dam was
one of the water projects submit-
ted to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment for financial assistance
following its request to the States
in regard to water projects the
States had in mind.

Tonkin: This surely must be a
record answer to a question with-
out notice.

Beriram:
Mount!

The Sermon on the

Several members interjected,.

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

ROSS HUTCHINSON: May 1 as-
certain what is behind the inter-
jections?

Nalder: It is public interest.

Jamieson: I was wondering
whether we should advise the
people to shift to Pemberton.

5.

Mr,

Mr.
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Court: By Interjecting, they are
giving you a rest and giving you
an opportunity to collect your
thoughts and to go on for another
10 minutes,

Bertram: Stonewalling!

. ROSS HUTCHINSON: This mat-

ter is something which will arouse
concern unless an explanation Is
glven.

. Rushton: Hear, hear!
. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Therefore

it is Important that I dwell a little
on it. I am afraid I am not, off
the cuff, completely armed with
all the Information I would lke
to give, but I am endeavouring to
do this to the best of my small
ability.

. Tonkin: Very generous of you.
. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I would

like to say that this dam will be
bullt at a cost In the vieinity of
$5,000,000 and it is difficuli to
give priorities for this matter or
that matter, in view of the availa-
bility of loan funds. We all know,
whether we are in opposition or
in government, the difficultles sur-
rounding the avallabllity of loan
moneys to carry oui the tremen-
dous number of projects the State
requires.

With regard to the Harvey Welr,
I would say that the situation
which has developed apparently
over very many years must ac-
celerate the earller construction of
8 dam. As a matter of fact, the
Public Works Department has
plans and Is almost ready at the
present time to call tenders. The
only thing in doubt is the ability
to phase it info our loan works
programme.

ROTTNEST ISLAND BOARD

COTTAGE

Classification and Additions

Mr.

FLETCHER, to the Minister for

Lands:

n

(2)

(3}

4)

Has the Rottnest Island building,
known as the Board Cottage and
previously the original quarters
for pilot boat crews, been classi-
fied by The National Trust?

Which classification has it re-
ceived, and what is the definition
of this classification?

Are additions currently being made
to the cottage, and what Is the
extent of these additions?

Was The National Trust con-
sulted before the additions were
commenced?
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(3) Will the Minister instruct the
board to suspend work until the
trust's opinions have been ob-
tained and evaluated?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Class “A"—which is bulildings

assessed by The National Trust as
of great historical interest.

(3) Not additions so much as a
separate section comprising
lounge, kitchen, and tollet with
access to the boathouse by an
eight-foot wide Bat-roofed pass-
age.

(4) No. The board was aware of the
requirements of The National
Trust and the boathouse is being
retained in its original design.

(5) It is intended that the work pro-
ceed as it will not adversely affect
the historic nature of the hoat-
house,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Mr. I. W. Manning, leave
of absence for four weeks granted to Mr.
OConnor (Mt. Lawley—Minister for
Transport) on the ground of ill-health.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY,
SEWERAGE, AND DRAINAGE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)
Second Reading
MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe—

Minister for Water Supplies) [5.13 p.m.):
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The object of this Bill is to amend the
existing Metropolitan Water Supply,
Sewerage, and Drainage Act as follows:—

(1) To harness for the use of the
Metropolitan Water  Supply,
Sewerage and Drainage Board
unused loan allocations of local
authorities and bank overdrafts
obtainable by local authorities for
extending water works and ser-
vices and to enable the hoard to
take over such works which may
be provided from these funds
under certain conditions.

(2) To enable the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
Board to make a by-law so0 that
amended specified standards or
specific requirements mainly with
regard to plumbing requirements
may be approved by the board or
delegated person without the need
to alter an existing by-law pro-
viding for those standards or
specifications.

In regard to the first of these propositions,
in 1968 the legislation controlling the
operations of the Metropolitan Water
Board was amended to allow the board

[ASSEMBLY.]

to acquire sewerage works provided by
local authorities from loan funds or over-
draft funds. The main provision of this
amending Bill is to extend the power to
acquire sewerage works to Include water
works and services. The terms upon which
water works could be acquired by the
board would be the same as those covering
the acquisition of sewerage works and
would be those which the local authority
had entered into when raising the money
by loan or by overdraft. To allow the
provision in the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act to be
effective, it is necessary to have a comple-
mentary amending measure to the Local
Government Act to enable the local
authorities concerned to sell any such
gateté works to the Metropolitan Water
oard.

Under the board’s by-laws there are
appendices or schedules which provide
for standard drawings or specifications.
The amount of detatled specification re-
quired i{n certain aspects of the board's
operations, particularly with respect to
madterials like copper pipes and plastic
pipes and fixtures, could soon cause the
schedules to outgrow the by-laws in size.

It would appear there is no need for
a tremendous lot of detail to be published
as appendices to the by-laws, because
plumbing control in the metropolitan area
does rest with the Metropolitan Water
Board. It is felt that under the cireum-
stances 1t would be more practical that
the board or a specified person authorised
by the board may approve of standards
and specifications rather than have con-
tinuous amendment to by-laws of plumb-
ing details which must vary from time to
time as new materials are available. The
principle involved is not new as, in fact,
simi{ler power is already contained in the
Health Act and the Loeal Government
Act.

The Master Plumbers' Association has
been contacted regarding this particular
proposal and it has no objection whatso-
ever to its being implemented. Indeed,
this princinle is adopted with comparable
legislation in, I think, the majority of the
Eastern States. I have pleasure in com-
mending the second reading of the Bill

Debate adjourned, on motlon by Mr,
Toms.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 2)

Second Reading

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe—
Minister for Water Supplies) [5.18 pm.];
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
e.

When I introduced the previous Bill I
announced that this particular measure
would be complementary to the Metro-
politan Water Supply, Sewerage, and
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Drainage Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), so
as to allow water works provided by a local
authority out of loan funds or bank over-
draft to be sold to the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Board
on specific terms and conditions. It does
extend :to water works the same con-
ditlons as were agreed to in 1968 with
respect to sewerage works. That legisia-
tlon passed through both Chambers of
this Parllament and became law last year.
I have pleasure in commending the second
reading of the Bill.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Toms.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: TENTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 27th August,
on the following motion by Mr. Cash:—

That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency's Speech be agreed
to:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Leglslative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australla in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin) {5.19
pm.): I wish to add a few words to the
debate on the Address-in-Reply to the
Governor’'s Speech, which was made on
opening day.

I suppose the greatest feature in this
State, at present, is the progress being
made in the development of mining opera-
tions and mining towns in various parts
of the State. That development is con-
tributing to the great Increase in popu-
lation and a degree of decentralisation
of industry in many respects. I am very
interested in the latest development con-
cerning bauxite, and the possible devel-
opment of reserves in the Wandering,
Quindanning, and Boddington areas. It
appears that decisive steps are now being
taken towards that development.

A point which arises from the growth
of the population in Western Australia,
and one which concerns me greatly, is
that the consumption of goods Is greater
and we appear to be creating a market
for the sale of Eastern Sfates foodstuffs.
The figures concerned are tremendous and
this causes me concern.

I will refer, particularly, to foodstuffs
for a special reason, because we know, at
this time, that the farmers are having
great difficulty. We need a diversity of
operations and a greater market for the
farm products. However, in the latest
Western Australian Year Book 1970 it is
shown that we imported from the Eastern
States foodstuffs o the value of $46,252,000.

it

I refer to the year 1067-68. This figure
is made up as follows; cereals, $4,415,000,
confectionery $5,160,000; fruit—dried and
tresh—$4,178,000; meat and meat prepara-
tions, $1,525,000; milk and cream,
$2,838,000; and other foodstuffs covering
& very wide variety, $28,135000. As I
have said, the total was $46,252.000.

The present position iz even worse, be-
cause I have been able to secure the
flgures for the following year. The figures
have not yet been published bhut they show
that the total value of food imporied was
$49,408,000. The figures for last year—
1969-70—are not yet complete but I have
been able to obtain those for the first
nine months. The total of imports of
foodstuffs from the Eastern States is
$41,241,000 for the nine-month period,

If we assume that the imports will con-
tinue at the same average for the remain-
ing three months, then the value will be
well over $50,000,000. There is really no
reason why this value of foodstuffs should
be imported into Western Australia. We
have purchased certain foodstuffs from
the Eastern States in the past when there
was not a very big market for them.
However, today we have a considerable
market available and we should be seek-
ing a way to produce more of the im-
ported foodstuffs in our own State.

The real answer, which I would support,
would be secession. However, realising
that this is not likely to occcur, even if
we had another referendum, it is no good
battling along those llnes. As I have said,
I would favour secession, especially after
the Commonwealth attitude towards
drought relief in this State, A different
system operates for this State when com-
pared with other States, and I have no
hesitation in advocating secession.

Mr. Jamieson: Too many Labor mem-
bers are being returned to Parllament
from this State; this is the trouble.

Mr. W. A, MANNING: I feel we have to
do something because the foodstuffs we
are importing are manufactured from
produce similar to that produced in West-
ern  Australia. For instance, over
$4,000,000 worth of cereal products was
imported, and those products were manu-
factured from grain. Grain is one pro-
duct for which we are fighting hard to
find a market.

Mr. Lapham: We are like the cricket;
singing about what we are doing in West-
ern Australia.

Mr. W. A, MANNING: A similar situa-
tion applies to milk and cream, and other
foodstuffs. Milllons of dollars are going
to the Eastern States for products which
could be manufactured in this State from
the produce of this State. A lot of the
imports are packaged goods which we are
already producing in this State. I refer
to canned and packaged vegetables, meat,
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frozen foods, and those types of manu-
factured articles. Also, all the ineredients
of cake mixes are produced in this State,
yet there is a market for cake mixes from
the Eastern States.

I have noticed that the average person—
the housewife—when purchasing goods at
the local store or supermarket does not
seem to differentiate between goods made
in Western Australia and goods made in
the Eastern States. No notice seems to
be taken of where the articles are manu-
factured, or of what assistance can be
given to the producers in this State if
local goods are produced.

Mr. Lapham: Is there any dumping of
goods in Western Australia?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I do not think
there is any necessity to dump goods in
Western Australia. The goods are all
nationally advertised. We have to do
something about the goods which are pro-
duced and manufactured in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Rushton: Don't you think the pre-
sent effort by the department is having
some result?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: No. I notice that
the department has suggested an emblem
which indicates that goods have been
made in Western Australia. That is a
good effort, so far as it goes, but further
action needs to be taken. The story needs
to be told to the people of the State.
The benefit of buying Western Australian
goods should be brought to the notice of
the people, and I feel this job has to be
tackled further by the Department of
industrial Development.

I have referred only {o foodstuffs, which
account for well over $50,000,000 a year.
However, many other items are also im-
ported.

Mr. Bickerton: Do you think the house-
wife might like a certain brand and does
not worry where it is made?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: No. The message
has to be got home that it is important
to Western Australian industry that we
buy Western Australian goods. It will be
a difficult job because on a lot of the
packages appears the name of the manu-
facturer, and the address is shown as
each capital city. However, the goods
are usually not manufactured In Perth;
the address is that of a branch.

Mr. Lapham: Would the Eastern States
manufacturer give a quantity discount to
a retailer in Western Australia which the
local manufacturer could not match?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I do not know.

Mr. Lapham: That type of trading has
killed the clothing industry.

Mr. W. A, MANNING: Clothing Iis
another item. I notice that the imports
amounted to $37,000,000.
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Mr. Jamieson: Do you think that some
of those goods could have been produced in
Western Australia and Eastern States
labels put on them. I refer to foodstuffs.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I do not know;
I would not like fo see that taking place.

Mr. Jamieson: I know It is occurring,
and other members have also noticed it.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Of course, it may
be occurring. It may be that some of the
people who purchase the goods come from
the Eastern States and have been used
to buying Eastern States goods. That is
another point which is a factor.

However, I think something should be
done to bring this matter to the notice of
the householders. I do not think they
would reject appeals to support local
industry; because many of the goods
produced here are just as good as, or
better than, the Eastern States goods.
There is no reason why we should not
support the local industries.

Mr. Lapham: Are the Western Aus-
tralian goods displayed as well as the
Eastern States goods at the retail outlets?

Mr. W. A, MANNING: Probably they
are not. This is one of the reasons why
it is hard to buy Western Australian goods.
In some way we have to bring this problem
to the notice of the people. From my own
experience the people usually do not take
much notice if they are told only once:
they need to be told a dozen times before
they realise what should be done.

Mr. Bickerton: It could probably be the
continuity of supply.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I do not agree;
there is a continuity of supply of the goods
which can be produced here. We have to
do something about the matter.

I have quoted only foodstuffs because
the poesition of the farmers is very serious
at the present time and if we can in any
way improve the market for the produce
of the farms we will be doing something
worth while. While I am dealing with
this subject I should mention that one
way not to help the farmer is to have the
Midland boys going on strike at this time
of the year every year.

Mr. Jamieson: It is a different section
of them this year.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: It has the same
result and it does not help the farmer.
This week's strike has probably caused
the loss of slaughtering of 40,000 head
of sheep.

Mzr. Brady: And 500 men have lost work
because the maintenance men are not
there,

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I cannot see how
o strike like that can bring benefit (o
anybody; but those people seem to be hell.
bent on destroying the farmers at this
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time of the year in order to gain some-
thing for themselves. Such strikes will not
help our local products.

I am also rather concerned about the
situation that has arisen in regard to fruit
fly. I have already written to the Minister
about it. Fruit is sold at stalls on the
Albany Highway near Armadale. People
can buy this fruit and take it down the
Albany Highway for 98 miles. At that
point, near Williams, there is a sign which
says, “Fruit must not go further south.”
People who are proceeding further south
must get out of their cars and eat the
fruit they have bought because they can-
not take it any further. I cannot under-
stand why we allow people to sell fruit
that cannot be carried down the road into
the towns in the south.

Mr. Cash: People do not have to buy it.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: If the fruit is
infested it should not he allowed tc leave
the area.

Mr. Jamieson: Why don't you ask the
Minister to do something about eradicating
fruit fly?

Mr. Nalder: Are you looking for & job?

Mr. Jamieson: Yes—it would be done
in no time.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Many of the towns
have their own voluntary fruit-fly eradica-
tion schemes.

Mr. Jamieson: How good are they?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: They are very
successful. There was some concern last
year when fruit fily was found in some
greas, but it came from outside. The
point I am making is that people are able
to buy fruit along the Albany Highway,
and they then take it down the road and
introduce frult Ay into areas that are free
of it.

Mr. Rushton: That is one of the most
successiul areas in the State.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: It cannot be very
good, because frult cannot be taken past
the 98-mile peg.

Mr. Rushton: It is protection for the
people down there,

Mr. W. A. MANNING: We want the pro-
tection up here.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Mitchell):
Order, please!

Mr. W. A. MANNING: It 1s time some-
thing was done to prevent the sale of frult
that 1s infected with fruit fiy. It is no
good prohibiting the carrylng of fruit
down the road.

Last year I railsed the matter of the
number of children and youths who come
befare the courts. The number is growing.
It seems to me that we should find some
method of ascertalning the reasons for the
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growing Incidence of crlme among child-
ren and youths., I think detailed records
should be taken of the lives of those who
come before the courts. This information
could be collated and tabulated In order to
ascertain whether there 1s a trend which
wc;ixsld Indicate why these people go off the
rails.

Mr. Cash: Do you think it 1s because
i:ertagm parties advocate the breaking of
awWs?

Mr, W. A, MANNING: I shall not pursue
that matter. I understand that one party
has done that but I do not think it s
affecting the youth of today. I must admit
that there Is too much transgression of
the law; and surely the right thing to do
is to ascertaln why it is occurring. I see
no reason why detalls of the incidents in
the lves of these people should not be
kept in an endeavour to find out what has
caused them to hreak the law.

This is & serlous matter and something
must be done gbout it. It 1s no use just
condemning the offenders, or fining them,
or putting them into institutions. We must
find out the baslc reasons for their be-
haviour, This course of action would not
be intruding into their private lives be-
cause the Information could be kept con-
fidential. With the help of computers the
Informeation could be tabulated, and 1t
might indicate what causes these people
to break the law and suggest a means to
obviate it.

I do not wish to say any more on this
occasion, I think that durlng this session
the State will continue to make great pro-
gress.

MR. JAMIESON (Belmont} [5.37 p.m.]1:
In my comments on the Address-in-Reply
I would first of all like to compliment my
new colleague on his suceess, as have nearly
all the members who have spoken so far.

I now wish to deal with a matter raised
by the last speaker; that is, the problem
of drought relief and assistance to people
in rural aress. I am indebted to my
leader for some questions he asked on
Thursday, the 20th August, which were
as follows:—

(1) Is it a fact that drought relief in
the form of cash advances has
been unavallable to the majority
of farmers neeeding it because the
Rural and Industries Bank re-
quires a first mortgage on the
applicant’s property?

(2) If “Yes” what alternative arrange~
ments were possible to enable
farmers in need of financial
assistance to obtain it?

The Minister replied—
(1> No.
(2) Answered by (1).
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On the 26th August, the following ques-
tions were asked of the Minister for
Lands:—

(1) Have applicants to the Rural and
Industries Bank for advances for
drought relief been required to
give security for any loans made?

(2) If “Yes" what kind of security was
required?

(3) In how many instances have ad-
vances been given on the security
of a second mortgage on the ap-
plicant’s property?

The Minister replied—
(1) Yes.

(2) Pirst mortgage over land on which
applicant’s farming is done.

(3) Nene.

It will be seen that conflicting answers
have been given. If farmers are to be
faced with this sort of confusion, I do not
know that they can look for any relief
from the present Government. I am
sure that this situation was not intended,
but these are the answers given by the
Minister, and I think he should clear the
matter up quickly to establish where the
Rural and Industries Bank stands and
advise whether funds can be made avail-
able on some basis to those people re-
quiring urgent finance, other than by re-
quiring a fArst mortgage.

Mr. Nalder: Some 300 fartners were
given assistance fo the extent of over
$1,000,000.

Mr. JAMIESON: In view of the answers
given by the Minister, the situation is very
confusing, to say the least. When the
Minister was asked whether it was a
fact that many farmers had been unable
to get assistance, he replied, “No.” But
that was the case.

Mr. Bovell: It was nothing of the kind.

Mr. JAMIESON: If the Minister looks
at those answers he will see how confus-
ing they are, because one contradicts the
other.

Mr, Bovell: It does nothing of the kind.

Mr. JAMIESON: I say it does and it is
very obvious that it does. If the Minister
does not think so, he had better ask some
of his farming friends exactly what the
position 1s. Obviously, if they are unable
to give a first mortgage over their proper-
ties, they are unable to obtain this assist-
ance; if they are able to give a first mort-
gage they can obtain assistance from a
lot of other sources; so it §8 not worth
very much.

The Minister said the other night that
it is not customary—or it is not
usual or normal—for members to make
coniroversinl maiden speeches in this
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Parliament. If one goes back over
8 number of years, one finds that
quite a number of members have made
controversial maiden speeches. As a mat-
ter of fact, one present member of the
Legislature—and not on this side of the
House—was twice forced to withdraw
statements made in his maiden speech.

Mr. Bovell: No previous member has pro-
posed a motion of censure against the
Government in his maiden speech.

Mr. JAMIESON: Technically, that may
be s0, but that is not to say that no pre-
vious member has made a controversial
maiden speech. Two years ago the mem-
ber for Mirrabooka certainly made a
controversial maiden speech, and one oniy
has to turn up Hansard to see what he
had to say about the Leader of the Op-
position, and myself, and a few other
people, whom he selected at random.
Furthermore, when my leader came into
the House his maiden speech proceeded
without interjections, but other speakers
took him to task for what he said in the
course of the debate and they were them-
selves severely taken to task by Sir Norberi
Keenan, who maintained that a member’s
maiden speech must stand without com-
ment. This is certalnly not the first
maiden speech that has been controversial,
and it is very wrohg to try to Iindicate
to the public that this is the case,

I am indebted to the person who had
available to him a computer and who com-
piled facts and figures after I had received
information from the Minister for Police
on driving licenses held by varlous age
groups and the percentage of demerit
points earned by drivers in each particular
age group as 8 result of their committing
breaches of the Traffic Act. It is inter-
esting to note that, of the total num-
ber of drivers licensed in the 17 to 20
age group, those who have had fewer
than six demerit points recorded against
them represent 4.7 per cent.

In the 21 to 24 age group, the percentage
flgure representing the total number of
drivers who have had fewer than six de-
merit points recorded against them jumps
to six, which indicates that following thelr
initial driving period, and when they get
beyond the period they have to serve as
probationary drivers, their driving seems
to get worse. So it appears that some
attention needs to be given to this aspect,
because most people are of the opinion
that those in the 17 to 20 age group are
the drivers who present the most problems.

The table that has been presented to
me by the person who has taken out
these flgures shows, as percentages, the
demerit points that have been recorded
against drivers in the various age groups,
and the table clearly indicates that what
I have said in regard to the 17 to 20 age
group is a fact.
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For the purpose of the record, I intend
to read the figures set out in this table.
They are as follows:—

Drivers' Demerit Polnts as Percentsges

Less
Age Group th:n [ 8-11 +12
Percentage of total licensces ln each
mus .
17-20 A TN 4 0:075 -002 Nil
21-24 . 60 U-21 0-07 0-002
25-20 . 44 0-15 0-0558 0-002
80-36 . 32 0-075 0-026 il
40-49 -4 0-044 0-012 0-001
B50-50 . 2.0 G-0165 0-022 N
0-T4 . e 1:43 0-018 0-013 Nit
Over 74 | .. 075 Nil Kl Nt
Metropolitan offences 4-% 0-10 0-027 O-QOI
Country offences ... 1-9 0-045 0:03 il
Male offenders e 52 0-14 0-(47 0-0012
Female offendem .. U895 0-0004 0003 Nil

From this table it is also significant to
note that of the total number of licensed
drivers who have had less than six de-
merit points recorded against them, 4.1
per cent. are in the metropolitan area, and
1.9 per cent. in the country. From these
figures it would appear that drivers de-
creased in efficiency after their first four
years of driving. From then on there is
a slight increase in their driving efficiency,
on & percentage rating, at any rate—and
that is the only way we can make a com-
parison—and it continues on into the more
mature age groups.

Mr. Nalder: What is the percentage of
females licensed as against males?

Mr. JAMIESON: I do not have that
fleure readily available, but I understand
it can be cobtained for statistical purposes.
The total number of females registered
as drivers is 157,418, and the total number
of males registered is 274,083. Those rep-
resent the totals licensed in the various
age groups throughout the State. It
would appear, therefore, that females, in
the main, have a better driving pattern
than males, and that the teenagers have
a better driving pattern than those drivers
in the 20 to 24 age group. It would seem,
from this information, that some special
attention should be given to this aspect,
because the efficlency of drivers appears
to deteriorate in the 20 to 24 mge group
instead of improving, as is the normal
pattern after they have passed through
the probationary stage.

I have often discussed in this House the
problem of the countryside being de-
spoiled by dlsposable containers, and the
situation has not improved. Many in-
novations have been fried. Around the
City of Perth, in particular, efforts have
been made to prevent the disposal of
litter by the “Help Keep Perth Clean
campaign. In the country, many t.ypeg of
signs have been erected on the roadsides
appealing to motorists not to despoil the
area by disposing of cans, bottles, and
any other refuse. However, one has only
to drive along any one of our major roads
leading out of the city to realise that the
litter problem still continues,
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Unless we take steps to stop litter being
disposed of in this way it will undeubtedly
become an extremely serious problem. I
can visualise no other successful way to
achieve this than to place some value on
each disposable container.

Mr. Nalder: What about cans?

Mr. JAMIESON: They can be covered
over quite easily. The local authorities
eventually have to pick up cans, anyway,
and I have suggested a Government im-
rost of, say, lc per can. The local auth-
oritles could then pay 10c a dozen for all
cans received, and the Government could
recoup them by paying 12¢ a dozen, the
extra 2c being paid to meet handling
charges. The local Government could then
get something in return from the consider-
able amount of scrap that came to hand.

Unless something such as this is done
the ratepayers in the various areas will
have to pay for the cans and bottles to be
plecked up, anyway. The disposal of
bottles is a problem we definitely have
to investigate. I can recall, in my vouth,
that children used to collect beer bottles
and recejve 6d. a dozen for them. I think
the marine dealer now pays 6c¢c. a
dozen for them. They have become S0
worthless than one can see great heaps
of beer bottles on any rubbish tip that
one cares to visit. I invite any member
of this House to visit the Belmont rubbish
tip and he will see that is what happens
to them.

We will therefore have to increase the
value of these bottles and disposable con-
tainers, and if this will not be done by
those filrms that use the disposable con-
tainers it will have to be done by Govern-
ment action.

Mr. Rass Hutchinson: Would you agree

that something else requires to be done,
such as the imposition of higher penalties?

Mr. JAMIESON: That will not solve the
problem; the offenders still have to be
caught. If a value of ic s placed on &
can the kids will throw it tn the back of
the car, because a number of cans are
more easily carried than a number of
bottles.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But under your
scheme alone, you will still have people
throwing litter out of their cars.

Mr. JAMIESON: I doubt it, if a certain
value was placed on each can, for example.
Even If people do continue to dispose of
cans and other litter from their cars, if
a value were placed on them there would
be some incentive for scavengers to collect
them, but there is no incentive at the
moment. Such people merely zdd to the
litter that is disposed of now. This is a
problem that needs immediate attention.

It has been suggested that difficulty is
experienced in having milk hottles re-
turned. In my opinion milk should be
sold in plastic disposable containers by
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all metropolitan milk services. The ex-
perience has been that this is an easier and
more efficient way to deliver milk than to
deliver it in bottles. We often see where
& milkman has dropped a heap of bottles
on the road, and although he picks some
of them up a great deal of glass still
remains on the roadway.

Mr. Nalder: The cans are the problem;
not the milk bottles.

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes, that is so, but
there is the health aspect in regard to milk
bottles. I do not think we need to go
into that question at this stage. My deputy
leader gave a discourse on it at one time
and what he told us was rather sickening,
but they can be used for a dozen and one
other things. If disposable containers can
be obtained at a cheap rate they should
be used and the practice cultivated, We
could set an example for the rest of the
States in the Commonwealth., It is about
time we did something in this regard to
encourage all States to get on the same
hasis.

I will now turn to some of the problems
in my own territory. I have spoken in
this House at length on the problems at
Newburn. They never cease to exist: in
fact, they never seem to stop multiplying.
The latest happening, which has added
insuit to injury to many people who have
had to put up with the problems associated
with the area, has been the provision of
a main drain for the Railways Department
and the Department of Civil Aviation. This
drain runs right through the area and
owners cannot sell their properties because
of the blanket cover that has been placed
on them. Purthermore, the land cannot
be used for any purpose for which it is
suitable.

A levy is now being placed on the owners
in the form of a drainage rate to suit the
convenience of these two Government
depariments. It is true that the depart-
ment has the right to strike this rate under
the provisions of the Act, but if one cares
to look into the history of this area one
finds that several Government depart-
ments, including the Department of Civil
Aviation, were responsible for blocking off
the natural drainage of the area.

It is true that the new drains thaf have
been provided will, in a general way, be
more efficient, but they do nothing to
improve the lot of the people who are
residing in this blighted district of New-
burn. They merely have to suffer an extra
burden, that of having to pay drainage
rates without getting anything in return.
They are unable io grow any produce on
their properties and they are unable to sell
them. All they can hope for is that in
the future the town planning authority,
the Department of Civil Aviation, or some
other department will make a decision to
take over these properties, instead of leav-
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ing the people there indefinitely with their
properties increasing in value, and with
their rates increasing accordingly.

Therefore I complain again to the Gov-
ernment, and particularly to the Minister,
because I think he should have a further
look at this particular scheme. It involves
ahout only one-third of the people in the
Newburn area. The drains had to be
built through the district, and the cost
was met by the Department of Civil Avia-
tion and the Railways Department. They
were built under contract.

Now these people have become subject
to rating to pay for the maintenance of
these drains; and that js not fair. I think
they should be exempted until such time
as the Government has made a determins-
tion on the use of this land. If the land is
to go to the Department of Clvil Aviation,
then this department should meet the cost
of the maintenance of the drains—as it
now meets the cost of the maintenance of
the drains in lis own territory.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I am sure that
If you were the Minlster for Works you
would not amend the Act to exempt certain
areas.

Mr. JAMIESON: Certainly I would,
when specific areas should be exempted,
particularly when the Government is open-
ing up & drainage course that existed pre-
viously, but had in the meantime been
blocked up by the action of a Government
department.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: In most cases
there 1s always the aspect of drainage
existing before, and of some sort of balance
having to be maintained.

Mr. JAMIESON: When the airpert was
constructed the water was held back, and
this caused some flooding. The drains
have overcome the flooding and brought
the area back to its orlginal position. Now
we find an efficlent drain has been con-
structed, but It cannot be used because
at this stage It serves no purpose except,
possibly, to Increase the value of the pro-
perties and to impose more rates on the
owners of the land.

Recently In company with Mr, Willesee,
& member of another place, I went to look
at what was thought to be a major pollu-
tion problem caused by the establishment
of the rallway yards at Forrestfield. Quite
a degree of pollution from distillate oc-
curred In the main draln in the Newburn
area; it occurred to such an extent that
the caullfiower crop In one market garden
was almost lost. This pollution appears
to have stapped, although as late as today
when I checked on the position I found
that the drain stiil contained a small quan-
tity of distlllate. From where the dig=-
tllate comes, or how It gets into the drain,
I do not know. However, on the occasion
when we made the inspection we could not
Sce even a spot of distillate in the drain,
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because the visit was organised well in ad-
vance. I do not know whether or not
extre precautlons were taken on that
accaslon.

I can assure the Minister that whenever
he cares to inspect this dralnage system
he will see that the water which is carrled
along the drains to the Swan Rlver con-
talns some oilly pollutant, This pollutant
appears to be connected with rallway ac-
tivitles; although I must admit that in the
main plant of the rallway yards the de-
partment has gone to a lot of trouble to
rid the effiuent of the oily substance by
mechanical means, by the use of chemical
settling ponds, and by other similar sys-
tems.

I now wish to drew the attention of the
Ministers of the Government to the fact
that a serlous anomaly exists in the cre-
atlon of the Parllamentary Salaries Tri-
bunal and its functions. Unfortunately on
this ocecasion I will not have sufficient time
to deal fully with this aspect. One feature
which obviously needs some aitention is
in regard to the postal allowance. When
the commissioners were appointed on the
last occaston, for some reason or other they
went into this aspect and took away from
the Administration the responsibility for
allocating the postal allowance; the com-
missloners then made the postal allowance
a cash allowance. Of course, previously
this had been the responsibility of the Ad-
ministration—as I think it ought to be,
just as the paying of telephone rentals Is
the responsibility of the Admlnistration.
This factor was not taken into considera-
tion by the commdissioners. However, they
tack over this responsibility and sald 1t
was a funetion which they should adminis-
ter.

Under the new budgetary provisions we
find that & private member, instead of
having an allowance of 2400 standard
stamps & Year, is now given only 2,000
stamps. Because of the provisions in the
Act nothing can be done about this matter
until the tribunal sits again.

The tribunal specifically avoided doing
anything about fringe benefits, because it
considered it had no jurisdiction. Despite
this lack of authority, the tribunal con-
sidered it had the power to deal with the
allowance payable to Ministers, because
it said that these were regar_ded as re-
muneration within the meaning of the
Act. I doubt whether that is correct,
because “remuneration” is defined in the
Act as including salaries, allowances, fees,
and other emoluments.

Pringe benefits, such as the allowance
for alr fares and other things, are not
paid unless they are used. I say that,
similarly, ministerial allowances would
not be paid until they are used. In my
view, by no stretch of the imagination
should the tribunal have dealt with this
metter, because once again this is a re-
sponsibility of the Administration.
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Looking back to the introduction of this
legislation by the Premier, to my mind
there was no suggestion that the creation
of the tribunal should in any way interfere
with the rights of the Administration in
this regard. Having made a determination
that the ministerial allowances should be
at a certain level, it went on to say that
for overseas travel where costs vary
enormously, the reimbursement of actual
expenses incurred should be the rule. This
probably has always been the case.

It was not intended by the legislation
that this would be a matter in which the
tribunal should involve itself; nor should
it involve itself in the postal allowance.
Unfortunately, I understand that the tri-
bunal obtained information from an officer
in another place that the membhbers there
were being paid the postal allowance in
cash., At the time the members of the
Legislative Assembly were, in many cases,
drawing the allowance in stamps, but,
because of the information it obtained,
the tribunal reduced the allowance by $5.
Now we find that another cut-back is to
take effect because of the budgetary pro-
visions.

I hope that some Ministers of the
Government will take cognisance of what
I have said. The Act should be tidied up
to define clearly what are to be the func-
tions of the tribunal. In respect of fringe
benefits, I have constently questioned the
Premier—and I will probably deal with
this matter on another occasion—on tlie
payment of air fares to members of Par-
liament. According to the answers of the
Premier, payment has always been under
considerafion. I have been asking about
this matter since 1963, and it seems that
the matter is still receiving the considera-
tion of Cabinet.

The Wolff report recommended that
eight air fares per year should be paid
to members of the north, and that was
way back in 1965; but the provision of
an air fares allowance was only approved
earlier this vear by the Cabinet of West-
ern Australia. It appears that Cabinet
1s taking far too long to consider the pay-
ment of allowances such as air fares,
especially when we take into account the
conditions which already prevail in the
other States. Western Australia seems
to be miles behind, If our members of
Parliament are not granted these fringe
bhenefits we wil! find less efficiency in this
Parliament and less informed members of
Parliament.

It is the responsibility of the Govern-
ment to look into the situation in relation
to parllamentary salarles and allowances
to ascertain whether or not it would be
desirable to include a provision in the
legislation to ensable members to make
approaches in regard to fringe benefits.
If that Is agreed to, the tribunal will be
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able to compare what is claimed by mem-
bers of Parliament in this State with what
applies in the Eastern States.

I am glad that the member for Bunbury
is in his seat. I thought at first that my
remarks might fall on deaf ears. I now
wish to deal with some industrial problems
on which he made some comments. I
went to the trouble to find out what he
did say in respect of a certain company
poperating in the south-west of this State.
He sald—

In the south-west, hot so long ago,
a meeting between representatives of
several unions and the management
of a company was held to arrange for
a new award.

I find this situation to be disturbing. In
the first place the award was & private
agreement, and the subject should not
have been broached in this House; but as
it has been, I intend to take the matter a
bit further.

It would appear that on the 20th June
an offer was made by Laporte Titanium-—
although the member for Bunbury did
not say this—and because of the other
features associated with the award, such
as over-award payments, service pay, and
improved general conditions, this must
have been the particular agreement that
was involved. When the negotiations were
proceeding the company proposed a dif-
ferentiation in the over-award margins;
and it was prepared to offer about a 10
per cent. increase to {radesmen, and
7% per cent. to other workers.

AS a consequence of these negotiations
and of the previous attitude of the trade
union movement to the application of in-
creases—other than margins granted for
skill, and these are determined in the
course of arbitration or concillation—any
jncreases that are to be granted—such
as the 3 per cent. increase and previously
the 28 per cent. marginal increase
granted under the natlonal wage case
—must be applied to all margins. If the
increases in the offer were adopted it
would make the differentiation between
the highest paid and the lowest paid even
greater than it is at present. In view of
the norm that has been applied to this
aspect of industrisl agreements, the
unjions—after the offer had been made—
decided to negotiate for an even rate for
all the workers, Two aggregate meetings,
at which the members agreed to do this,
were held. One was held on the 7th July
and the other on the 21st July. It is true
that some of the tradesmen, one of whom
has, no doubt, approached the member
for Bunbury—

Mr. Williams: How do you know it was
the same agreement I was referring to?

Mr. JAMIESON: We have examined the
whole area concerned and also the unions
affected.
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Mr. Williams: How do you know it is
the same one?

Mr. Cash interjected.

Mr. JAMIESON: Not two (n
the one time! ferjectors at

Mr. Tonkin: I am sure you can m
the two. y anage

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes, if they are of that
size! One of the matters mentioned by
the member for Bunbury was the question
of secret ballots. Because of this we went
to a great deal of trouble to find out
about these things from the people eon-
cerned. In view of the reference to the
nature of the new award, to over-award
payments and to service pay, the award
to which I have been referring must be
the award in question.

. Mr, Williams: There are a lot of other
industrial agreements.

Mr. JAMIESON: No other industrial
agreement of this type in that area.

Mr, Willlams: Many industrial agree-
ments contain provisions relating to over-
award payments, service pay, ete.

Mr. JAMIESON: I would remind the
member for Bunbury that he said—

In the south-west, not so long ago,
a meeting between representatives of
several unions and the management
of a company was held to arrange for
a new award, over-award payments,
service pay, and improved general
conditions.

Mr. Willlams: That is not unusual. They
appear in most awards.

Mr. JAMIESON: There is no other in-
dustrial agreement that has been arranged
iq that ares with a firm as large as Laporte
Titanium and involving so many em-
ployees. It i3 of no use the honourable
member {rying to run away from it. The
company itself is very coneerned about
the matter, and no doubt the honourable
member will hear more from it. The
member for Bunbury went further by in-
dicating to the House that this was some
problem initiated by the union leaders,
and that a secret ballot had been held.
Elnenoetven gave the figures of the secret

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. JAMIESON: I was indicating earlier
that the serret hallot referred to by the
member for Bunbury in the course of his
steech was so secret that it did not occur.
That is how secret it was! Nobody knows
anything about it. The person who con-
ducted it kept it to himself! That is
probably the best way to conduct a secret
ballot of that kind. One can get into the
position one wants and one can even
quote the numbers that took part in the
ballot. This becomes a very good argu-
ment, if nobody checks the position: but,
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unfortunately, in this case a check was
made and it resulted in a denial that a
ballot took plaoe.

All the conditions that were sought by
the union leaders, that are so repugnant
to the member for Bunbury, were sought
in the best circumstances possible—be-
tween management and the unions. There
were no hard feelings but there were
several differences on one particular aspect
I mentioned earlier—whether there should
be an overall marginal increase for all
concerned, or whether there should be
differing amounts for different categories
of employees at the works, That was the
only point at issue at any time, and it is
50 much rubbish for the honourable mem-
ber to come forward and tell this House
that a secret ballot was conducted and
the men were in agreement.

Mr. Davies: That is misleading the
House, is it not?

Mr. JAMIESON: Of course it is. It gave
the impression that there are people in
Bunbury who are creating unnecessary
disturbances. However, on contacting the
trade union leaders involved I was told
that at no stage gdid they get the men in
a mood where they were prepared to strike.
They were not even considering it, No
attempt was made in that direction; yet
the honourable member said the men were
antagonised; they were told this, that, and
the other thing. The member for Bunbury
ought to take back to the person who
informed him of what is supposed to have
transpired the information that the trade
union movement does not intend to stand
for such rubbish. Indeed, the honourable
member must know that his information
was most incorrect.

It is unfortunate that anything was said
about the agreement because, as I satd,
the agreement was a confidential one be-
tween the unions and the employers. They
entered into an arrangement that they
would not have the matter discussed
publicly. However, because of the situa-
tion that has occurred, unfortunately some
mention had to be made of it.

Now let us deal with the questicn of
compulsory unionism. The honourable
member does not like compulsory unio-
nism. I wonder why? If we develop his
argument we get to the stage where we
believe we should not have any compulsion
on us to pay taxes. If we followed his
arcument the payment of taxes would be
voluntary and, if that were so, I can
imagine the Treasurer not having one
night's sleep because he v_vould not know
whether he was to receive any money
from taxes or not.

Why should we not have compulsory
unionism? The reason given by the honour-
able member is that it is against his
principles; or at least, he did not want
to be associated with such a thing. He
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said the Chamber of Manufactures ap-
proaches him every 50 often and asks him
to join but he always says that he does
not think the organisation represents him.
Each time he is approached he declines
to Join. At that stage the Leader of the
Opposition interjected and said, “Yet you
accept their representation to protect your
position.” To this the member for Bunbury
replied, “Yes, but I am taking this action
purely as & matter of principle at the
present time.”

Under such circumstances, would the
principle be a matter of the hip pocket
nerve fluttering? I think it would be. I
think it would be a matter of not wanting
to pay his just dues. At that point the
honourable member had the temerity to
quote Article 21 of the United Nations’
Declaration of Human Rights to support
his argument. Article 21 states—

(i) Everyone has the right to free-
dom of peaceful assembly and as-
sociation.

(ii) No-one may he compelled to be-
long to an association.

The honourable member then went on to

say that he belleved those people who are

very keen on shouting about unilonists'

human rights should do a bit of shouting

about the Declaration of Human Rlights.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five more minutes.

Mr. JAMIESON: Nowhere ln the Dec-
laration of Human Rights will one find any
reference to a situation where a person Is
not expected to pay his just fees or dues,
according to the law. Of course, the people
who drew up the Declaration of Human
Rights are not fools. They would not ex-
pect people to be able to opt out under
the circumstances to which I have just
referred; nor would they expect others to
have to pay for such people by providing
money for trade union administration and
50 on. People who try to get out of paying
their just dues under those circumstances
are only fleas: they are llving on the work
somebody else has done—on somebody
else’s endeavours—and they are just suck-
ing the blood that others have provided.
It 111 behoves anybody to act in that way.

I have referred to the fact that we could
reach a stage where 1t could be said that
the payment of rates and taxes should be
on a voluntary basis, but if that principle
were followed we could be in all sorts of
difficuliles because people would soon find
they had consclentlous objections to pay-
ing any sort of fees, People must Hve up
to their obligations and pay the fees of
the organisation that looks after thelr in-
terests. I would hope that we do not have
too many in the community who would
expect to get away without meeting their
just dues or their financial obllgations,
whether it be to the Chamber of Manu-
factures, the trade union movement, or any
other body.
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At least with compulsory unlonism the
employers and employees know where they
are golng. The employers know that the
workmen have & group looking after thelr
interests, and If a worker has certaln re-
ligious convictlons which forbid him to be-
long to a certain organisation our Act lays
it down that such a worker can opt out,
and that is a satlsfactory arrangement.

Under such circumstances neither the
worker nor his union should have any
gripe; but to suggest that at Bunbury the
men went ahead and held some sort of
secret ballot is just so much rubblsh. Even
if it were supposed to be secret, every-
body would know about it; but when I in-
quired nobody knew anything about it.
Under those circumstances surely the
member for Bunbury owes the House an
explanation, and I hope it wiil be forth-
coming, I would also hope that in the
future when an agreement is entered into
between employers and employees on the
basls that the results of the agreement
are not for publication, the honourable
member will not breach the confidence of
the people who proposed the arrangement.
It does him no good to be assoclated with
that sort of situation. Unfortunately my
time has expired, and the many other
madtters I wanted to discuss will have to be
dealt with during the debate on the Estl-
mates.

MR. STEWART (Merredin-Yilgarn)
[7.40 pan.): I wish to make a contribution
to the debate on the Address-in-Reply
and refer to some of the problems and
some of the bright spofs in my electorate.

First of all, I would like to observe the
courtesies and congratulate the member
for Albany on winning a hard fought con-
test. I had in mind to wish him an
interesting career, but I can see he will
make it interesting, and interesting for us,
too. I wish him well in his parliamentary
career.

The interests of my electorate are two-
fold; firstly, there is the mineral develop-
ment in the east of the Merredin-Yilgarn
electorate; and, in the west and south of it
we have the farming industry, which
15 not enjoying the happlest of situations
at present. In the first instance, I wish
to make some observations so far as the
mineral wealth of the electorate is con-
cerned.

As members know, in the mineral areas
there is an air of prosperity and efficiency,
and people have confidence in the future.
That s the type of reaction one gets when
one visits those parts of my electorate.
We all know, of course, that at Kambalda
a great nickel mine is now operating and
the company has a works at Kwinana
which are operating most satisfactorily. I
wish to pay & tribute to the company for
the design of the town at Kambalda and
for the homes and amenities it is providing
for the workers there. The housing is
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good and is of a substantial nature. This
breeds confldence for the future, and the
talk in the area is that it is a 100-year
project.

That ts only part of the mineral story,
of course, because at Widgiemooltha an-
other shaft is being put down and those
responsible have great expectations for the
future. The salt industry, too, is pro-
ceeding along sound lines and there is
& good deal of drilling and development
work being carried out. We are hopeful
that there will be more substantial finds
of that very precious mineral, nicke},
which will contribute to the wealth and
welfare of Western Australia.

Further west there is the iron ore de-
posit at Koolyanobbing. This fleld is be-
ing mined on a very satisfactory basis and
the company is regularly sending supplies
of iron ore to the coast. Recently, of
course, there was a strike of nickel north
of Bullfinch in the Southern Cross area.
We hope that this, too, will develop into
something worth while and will contribute
to the wealth of Western Australia.

The second point I want to discuss is
in connection with education and at this
stage I would remark that we seem to be
well catered for in primary education and
there are no great problems in the elec-
torate. In this regard I wish to pay a
tribute to the Minister for Education for
his sympathetic handling of requests re-
garding school bus routes. In areas where
the distances are great he has used his
discretion and, with the concurrence of
the parents, he has extended routes and
the parents are appreciative of his efforts
in this regard.

However, I wish to make a plea in re-
gard to the senior high school at Merredin.
This is the only senior high school be-
tween Northam and Kalgoorlie. It caters
for a very wide area. The school was
built in 1957 and, although it has been
added to on several occasions, it has never
been able to keep up with requirements,
The school enjoys a very fine record
scholastically, and has the confidence of
the area. Residents are pleased with its
performance and also with the work done
by its ancillary—the St. Micheel hostel
which was built by the Country High
School Hostels Authority. I will have more
to say about that later on.

The accommodation problemn at the
Merredin Senior High School is most
acute as four new classrooms are needed.
Every room, annexe, and service room is
now occupied by classes, and the accom-
modation for staff rooms is absolutely
deplorable. I know this matter is being
investigated at the moment and I hope
that something will come from this in-
vestigation,

The country high school hostel, St.

Michael, was enlarged last year from 96
beds to 120 beds. This, too, enjoys a very
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fine reputation. It has very good accom-
modation. The stage has been reached,
however, where extensions are necessary. I
do not know whether these extensions will
take the form of additions or duplication,
but 1t appears t¢c me that the necessity iIs
for duplcation.

Once 1t was assumed that if a farmer
had two sons, in time one would take over
the family homestead and the farmer
would buy another property as a start for
the other son. This can no longer be
assumed today. The position in the farm-
ing industry is such that, if a farmer has
two sons, one will probably take over the
old family homestead but the other will
have to find some other form of employ-
ment and earn his living in another way.
Therefore, it 1s absolutely essential that
we have the best In education and all the
facilitles that go with this. The quality
of the education in my area is not in gues-
tion, but some of the facilities must be up-
graded.

I would like to say that the Government
Employees’ Housing Authority has heen
most co-operative so far as the supply of
teacher-housing is concerned. As members
know, this has always represented an ex-
tremely difficult problem in country areas.
Country shires have been most co-opera-
tive in using their borrowing powers and
in leasing the houses to the Education De-
partment,

I would ke to speak on farming in the
aren. I do not want to overstate the posi-
tion because, after all, I have farmed all
my life. I have seen situations similar
to those we are expertencing now, because
I commenced farming in the early '30s. 1
ran into many of the worries and probiems
in those days that beset us now.

The season is causing some concern in
my electorate in that there is no subsoil
molsture, particularly in the northern sec-
tion. In addition last year's drought was
so severe that the crop Is very meagre. A
reasonably good season is absclutely essen-
tial if these farmers are to stay financially
viable. I should llke to give a broad out-
ltne of the effect on the folk In the Merre-
din aresa, which is the area serviced by the
largest town In the easterm wheatbelt;
namely, Merredin.

Last year the crop was approximately
4,000,000 bushels. The previous year 1t
was 14,000,000 bushels. In effect, the
10,000,0000 bushels short meant that
$9,000,000 was lost in the first advance. I
think a great tribute must be pald to the
farmers themselves and to the financial
institutions concerned. The latter have
managed to cushion the shock and to keep
many farmers on the land. These farm-
ers have, in consequence, placed very little
strain on the drought relief proposals.
As members know, 280 applications were
received for drought rellef and 240 or 250
farmers recelved assistance. Therefore,
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members will see that a great confribution
has been made not only by the stable
efforts of the farmers but by the financial
institutions, too.

It is particularly desirable that the farm-
ers should be able te pick up the short-
fall, because they suffered grievous losses
in sheep numbers last year which, com-
bined with falling wool prices, makes it
very difficult for them to carry on with
their accustomed efficlency.

I make a special plea for one particular
section; namely, the new land farmers. In
the main, they are younger folk who have
shown courage and initiative. In many
cases they have gone right out onto the
perimeter in lower rainfall areas in poor
country to carve out farms for themselves.
Up to date, they have not really estab-
lished themselves. As members know, it
takes decades to make a farm efficient. A
person only begins to establish himself in
a decade.

The position now is that their commit-
ments are falling due. Only a very small
proportion of the farm is cleared. The
average is in the vicinity of 1,500 acres
which, in broad-acre farming, is possibly
half the number necessary for a reasonable
chance of survival in farming.

I advocate the appointment of a com-
mittee of inquiry comprising people with
suitable experience in farming. I recom-
mend to the Premier and the Government
that the committee should investigate the
institution of a scheme similar to the dairy
consolidation scheme. Consolidation is
necessary for these people, especially for
those who want to leave the industry
because of the hopeless position in which
they find themselves. In many cases it
is a question of slow starvation. Approxi-
mately a quarter of these farmers have
resources outside their farming activities.

Those who want it, and especially those
who want to leave, should be allowed
to consolidate. Then it should be
relatively easy for the Government to
institute a rehabilitation scheme similar
to the one which existed after the last
war. In this way the people concerned
could be re-employed in other industries.
After all, we are doing quite a lot to en-~
courage migrants to come to our land. The
farmers in question could be retained with
excellent results and they could be found
suitable places in other industries. They
are very worthy people and hard working.
Other industries would welcome them, but
training would be absolutely necessary.

I am well aware that the member for
Mt. Marshall advocated a similar scheme.
The number of new land farmers involved
is in the vicinity of 1,700. I will not
quofe the number of farmers who have not
applied for quotas, because the number
is not up to date, but possibly more than
one-third will not be able to carry on this
year. This is quite a large number. In
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addition, many of the others will ind it
extremely difficult, especially when the
wheat quota is so modest. We must
remember that established farmers, with
records of past production, receive the
bulk of the quotas. The Government has
been extremely reasonable towards new
land farmers and has allocated 123 per
cent. of the quota to them. However, this
15 still insufficient to make a farm viable,
for the simple reason that in the frst
few years the new land farmer must rely
on cereal growing alone. Fencing, water
supplies, and pastures are almost non-
existent and, consequently, they must rely
almost entirely on cereal activity.

In the 13-inch rainfall area the quotas
are based on two factors: namely, one-
third of the area of the farm at 11 bushels
an acre. It has been mooted that the
quota will be 55 per cent. of this sum.
This may be, but even at a figure of 11
bushels, it is insufficient, under any cir-
cumstances, to make the property of a
new land farmer viashle. It is an extremely
difficuit situation.

I am well aware that the Minister for
Agriculture has approached the Federal
Government for finance for a long-range
refinancing scheme. After all, interest
rates are so high that the only way to
overcome the situation is to refinance these
people at & much lower rate of interest.
Interest is possibly one of their highest
charges.

Another section is causing me tremen-
dous concern and I refer to people from
overseas, particularly from England, who
have come to Western Australia within the
last two or three years and have bought
farms on the basts of one-third deposit
with the owner taking the first mortgage.
These pecple ran into troubles with frost
two years ago and through the extremely
poor season last year. They are in the
position of not being able to raise any
money at all. However, they have paid
substantial money for their properties, but
the owners will not give any easement of
the mortgage which would enable them to
get drought relief. Their position is
cxtremely difficult. The only answer is to
refinance. With the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment’s lack of sympathy towards the
drought situation, I am extremely worried
about this problem. I have seen some
heartbreaking instances in my own terri-
tory.

I turn now to the question of water.
The position is much better than it was
and I commend the Minister for Works
for this. To my mind he made a very
statesmanlike gesture in the last sub-
mission to the Commonweslth Government
in April of this year. He advocated up-
grading main extensions outside the
modified comprehensive scheme. There has
never been a submission, not in the last
few years at least, for upgrading the mains
outside the modified comprehensive
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scheme. The member for Avon gave us
a discourse the other night on how expen-
sive it is to reticulate farming areas. It
costs up to $10 an acre to dellver 1,000
gallons per thousand acres, which is in-
sufficlent.

The mains have existed for a long time,
but they have not been lifting the necessary
quantities of water. The idea of up-
grading the mains is an insurance scheme.
It is not a scheme to reticulate all farms,
but & scheme to run the mains out so that
farmers will have the assurance that water
is available when a dry year, like last year,
is experienced. Members will appreciate
that in the 12 to 13-inch rainfall areas
there is not a great amount of run-off,

The farm dam scheme—that is, the key
dam  scheme—has been particularly
suceessful. During the last year the
Government has uplifted the limit from
$2,500 to $5,000, which has enabled the
key dam scheme to be lifted from 6,000
cubie yards to something in the order of
10,000 cubic yards. The definition con-
nected with the key dam scheme is that
the depth must be at least 16 feet, because
of the fremendous amount of evaporation,
which is in the order of 7 feet per year. It
has been found that if the dams are this
depth, most of them will fill with water
over a period of two years, particularly if
there is any intense rain in this time.

The scheme has been successful and I
hope the Government can manage to
allocate more funds to it. It is very reason-
able so far as interest rates are concerned,
because these are at 5% per cent. There
are no repayments for the first three years
and the mortgage is over a 15-year period.
Te my way of thinking the scheme is par-
ticularly good and efficient, and it has
certainly proved very popular with the
farmers.

I have seen instances of it at Warralakin
in one of the worst affected areas in my
electorate. Last February I saw four dams
which were well over 10,000 yards in
capacity with 14 feet of water in them.
This was just before the cyclone and the
farmer concerned had not managed to
get his seed to germinate in the ground.

I believe that pursuing the key dam
scheme on farms is a sensible approach to
water problems. In the past we have had
rather a pipeline phobia and everyone
thought that water had to be piped. This
is not so at all. The virtue of piping, of
course, is that it is an insurance when no
rain falls in very dry areas.

Mr. Lewis: Where are the dams and
what is the depth?

Mr, STEWART: They are at Warralakin
and the depth was 14 feet of water in
February. They are very good and I am
greafly impressed with the scheme.

The mileage for the mains outside the
main conduit has been submitted to the
Commonwealth. I hope the submission
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meets with a much better fate than the
qguestion of drought relief. I shall give
an llustration of the main extensfons out-
side the comprehensive water supply
scheme which require upgrading. These
are-—

Main Miles Chains

1. Tcodyay ... L 26 25

2. York-Beverley .. 42 83

3. Collgar . . 14 60

4. Walgoolan North A 9 62

5. Walgoolan South 48 35

6. Walgoolan North B 19 44

7. Walgoolan North C 7 432

8. Westonia DH. . 44 62

9. Bodallln North ... 31 2

10. Noongar ... 2 56
11. Moorine Rock ... 3 42
12. Southern Cross . 5 66
13. Marvel Loch 38 47
14, Ora Banda 38 70
Total 332 36

I must say I am very pleased to hear
this and I give the Minister for Works
full credit for submitting the proposal to
the Commonwealth, becruse I consider the
extensions are most necessary. The rain-
fall is much greater in the area of the
modified comprehensive scheme, and 1
consider the people I represent are much
ltl_lore in need of sympathy and considera-
ion,

Another matter mentioned in His Ex-
cellency’s Speech was that of probate.
The position has been well stated in an-
other place by a pgentleman who really
knows about it. However, I would like to
put this point which affects the people in
my area: it is very hard to arrive at a
realistic value of the estate of & farmer
within two years of his death. As members
well know, the value is assessed on past
sales and wheress a property might have
been saleable two years previously it might
now be absolutely unsaleable. So it is dif-
fleult to know whether the value is one-
half or one-third of what it was previously.
This also applies to shares. Not only is
the probate duty high, but also the values
are unrealistic, and I think some other
methods will have to be found to overcome
these difficulties.

I would like to urge the Premier to keep
up his battle with the Commonwealth for
further funds for drought relief. After all,
many areas of the State are still not out
of the wood, and this applies even in my
electorate where the conditions are still
very dry.

Another matter that causes me concern
is the surplus of sheep and the lack of a
sufficient build-up of winter fodder to tide
us over the dry season. At the momeni
there is a surplus of sheep and owing to
the industrial problems at the abattolrs
I am meost concerned about what will hap-
pen to those engaged in the industry. I
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do hope that common sense will prevail
and that the troubles will be solved, be-
cause the producers are fighting for
survival, Industrial unrest strikes a lethal
blow at the hopes those people hold for
the future.

In conclusion, I would like, very clearly,
to state my views concerning the Com-
monwealth Government. I think the atti-
tude of the Commonwealth is most parsi-
monious. We should be treated more
reasonably because, after all, the surplus
sheep I have mentioned are sold cheaply
for export. We export meat and sheep on
the world market and the people involved
in the handling of those commodities must
be paid for their services, as must the
producer for his product. When one
realises the contribution made by Western
Australia with its mineral wealth—which
is most profitable for the Commonwealth
Government, because when mining con-
cerns make a profit they are taxed 47.5¢
in the dollar—one appreciates that the
Commonwealth should treat the farming
community of this State more realistically.
Those people are going to have a tight
time, but with a litile sympathy and
understanding they should come out all
right. 1 support the motion.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [8.05
p.m.]: At this stage in the debate there
are not many more speakers to be heard,
so I take the opportunity of thanking
those members who have spoken for their
co-operation in drawing up the speaking
lists. I would also thank you, Mr. Speaker,
for the manner in which you have helped
both the Government whip and myself. I
know there have been some tight moments
when speakers were not ready, and once
or twice members on this side of the House
had to speak because the Government had
nobody ready. Some of our members had
to fill in at very short notlce, and I parti-
cularly appreciate that. Of course, it was
ever thus with the Address-in-Reply de-
bate, and those who have been here longer
than I know that it is not iikely to change.

Before I join in the words of welcome
to our new member (Mr. Wyndham Cook?}
I would like to pay tribute to the late
Jack Hall. I was particularly close to
Mr, Hall over the last few years and al-
though he had a weakness which was ap-
parent to all of us, the weakness was with
him for a long time and it was not as
attributable to himself as one would
imagine. Many members will be surprised
to know that after Mr. Hall died an
autopsy revealed that he suffered from
certain deficiencies which prevented him
from taking as much liquor as you or I
and which alse affected his ability to
handle it properly.

I think this bears recording because
some people are always anxious to deride
any person with a weakness or failing. I
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do not think anyone in this House did
that, and he was always grateful. His
family is also grateful, and I am sure the
people of Albany appreciated the splendid
representative they had, especlally when
one considers the numbers that turned out
for his funeral. I do not think there has
ever been such a large funeral in Albany.
Mr, Hall certainly applied himself very
well. He was a hard worker and industry
was always his motto.

I join with other members in welcoming
the new member for Albany. We enjoyed
campalgning in the by-election. We did
not know there were so many hills in
Albany; but the campaign certainly gave
us an opportunity to see something of the
town, which we would not otherwise have
had. Of course we enjoved it even more
when we heard the result—and what a
splendid result it was.

I am sorry that a controversy arose re-
garding the maiden speech of the member
for Albany in which he moved an amend-
ment to the Address-in-Reply. He made
his position perfectly clear, and the fol-
lowing is recorded at page 317 of the
current Hansard:—

I would emphasise that this is not a
motion of no confidence; it is not a
motion of censure. The Opposition is
simply trying to give the Government
the opportunity to support a move in
line with its declared policy to give
protection to the reserve which is so
urgently needed.

If that was not abundantly clear to the
members of the Governmeni, I do not
know how much clearer they could want
him to be. Apparently the Government
was touched on a raw nerve and instead
of accepting his remarks in the spitit in
which they were given, the Government
brought down controversy. This certainly
did it no good, because neither the radioc
nor the Press supported the Government.
I applaud the member for Albany for
speaking out in the manner he did and for
representing his people in the manner in
which they expect to be represented. I
hope he will be able to represent them for
many Years.

Mr. Rushton: They did not report the
fact that, traditionally, members of this
House would not interject.

Mr. DAVIES: At thig this stage I must
ask that any interjections made while I
am speaking be made in a loud and clear
voice. There 1s nothing I hate worse than
to find a mumbled interjection heard by
the Hansard reporters and inserted in
Hansard when I have not had the oppor-
tunity of answering it. I have made this
request on past occasions, and I ask again
that all interjections be made in a loud
and clear volce.

Mr. O'Nefl: They are highly lrregular.
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Mr. DAVIES: Well, shall I say, all Inter-
jections allowed by Mr. Speaker. As I
sald before, there has bheen very little
change in ithe running of the ParHament
over the years. I thought we were to have
& change in the hours of sitting, but that
was quickly hit on the head. I think our
traditions are so slow to change that if all
of us present remalned in Parllament for
the rest of our lives we would be uniikely to
see very much change. I think this is re-
flected in some cuttlngs I f{ook from a
paper recently. No doubt many members
would have seen the Record newspaper
dated the 15th July, 1899, which has been
circulating in Parliament House. When
one considers some of the statements
in that newspaper one would think it was
last week’s local newspaper. One of the
comments jn relation to Parliament
states—

Members do not appear to be over
anxigus to tackle the formidable lst
of soclal measures provided for their
delectation by the Cabinet, seeing
that three weeks elapse from the date
of opening Parllament before the
Address-in-Reply 1is adopted. Why
this flood of talk? Is it because some
great principle Is at stake, or 1s there
some momentous grievance whose rec-
tification is denled—or whisper it
further—is it sweet to see one’s name
in print, though there's nothing in't?
It Is sad to think the last reason 1is
probably the principle cause for Mr.
Blank moving the adjournment of the
Debate, The last night, however, car-
rled some very enthuslastic speeches,
particularly the Premier’s, who dealt
it out hotly to Mr. James.

Unfortunately the Premier is not here to
deal it out hotly. However, I think the
fact that we have entered the fifth week
of the Address-in-Reply indicates very
little change has occurred in the work-
ings of Parliament. Some of the other com-
ments in that newspaper are well worth
noting. I will not read all of them, but I
will mention one or two in passing. Men-
tion 15 made of the need for workers’ com-
pensation, and reference is made to the
goldmining industry, American atrocltles
in the war in the Philippines, and the
native position in the north. Of course,
we all know that we are still dealing with
some of those problems today. The paper
contains one statement, however, that is
far from true. It states—

The Premler pronounces the native
question in the North West as settled.
The ahorigines, he says, have long
since become domesticated, and lve
regularly on the stations.

That was In 1899, and I am sure i that
statement was true, the Minister for Natlve
Welfare would be delighted. Owling to the
age of this newspaper, Mr. Speaker, I am
unable to vouch for the truth of the state-
ments I have quoted; but I am sure you
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will forgive me for not doing on this occa-
sion what we are supposed to do; that Is,
verify the accuracy of quotations from
nNewspapers. _

This is the last session of the 26th Par-
lament and perhaps it is an appropriate
time to review some of the workings of
this Parllament and, in fact, some of the
attitudes of the Government over the past
11 years. I cannot help but feel that the
Government 1s growing very tired. There
are many indieations of this. We often
find that only members of the Oppositlon
attend official functions to which members
of both the Government and the Opposi-
tion have been invited. I do not know
whether this is caused by a lack of interest
on the part of the Government or by &
hreakdown of communications on the part
of Ministers, but as far as I am concerned
it seems to be happening more frequently.

Of course, the Government has many
problems and they are certainly great
ones. I am sure the Government is
watching the Federal Budget debate with
5 great deal of interest. The Govern-
ment is wondering what will happen when
the measure gefs to the Senate, and
whether or not the Democratic Labor
Party will continue to oppose the receipts
tax. It will be a most interesting situa-
tion and I certainly do not envy the Gov-
ernment the job of trying to find its way
out of its many problems.

I am sure members will agree that great
strides are being made in many countries
of the world. From the publications that
hit my desk I am able to see that coun-
tries like Ireland, some of the South
Ameriecas, and some European _count,n.es
have made gigantic strides in industrial
fields. Many of those countries seem to
be doing far better with education and
housing than our State Government is
doing. Unfortunately, there are signs
that the economy of this State is slowing
down, and this is something that we must
really fear. Of course, the greater our
expansion the more rapid is likely to be
the effect on the slowing down of the
economy in Western Australia.

e signs are there and they are attri-
bu'ﬂ]ble ng a large degree to the drqught.
Once again this emphasises the State’s de-
pendence on sgriculture. I have said before
that we must not overlook our agricultural
industry and look only to the glamour
mineral boom. I would like to see more
money made available for agricultural re-
search work in the north. Although I
am very impressed with the industrial
development in the north of our State, I
And that this is only evident In isolated
spots. There are many millions of square
miles of land where there does not appear
to be a lving thing.

If we can make more money available
for this aspect there would be some hope
of deriving benefit so far as agriculture is
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concerned. As I have said before, how-
ever, this is a great hope. One thing I
did not like about the north was the ten-
dency of the companies to run the towns.
In many of the company-established towns
I found that numbers of employees re-
sented the company control. This was
also the case with the people who live
there.

I admit that the people in those areas
live under extremely good conditions and
they receive good wages for long hours of
work. If they kicked over the traces,
however, they could soon expect to receive
their walking ticket. The companies
exercise an unreal control over the towns,
and I do not believe this is in the true
spirit of the Australian way of life.

If T were asked to describe the Govern-
ment in one word I would say it was s
Government of expediency. This has been
evident ever since the Government has
been in office. It is a Government which
has done as little as it possibly could,
particularly in matiers relating to social
welfare, and also in many other direc-
tions where help might be required for
the ordinary working man.

Mr. Rushton: What ebout its record in
health?

Mr. DAVIES: I would like to know what
it is doing in relation to matters of health.

Mr. Rushton: Look around you.

Mr. DAVIES: I say I would like to
know what it is doing about health
matters, generally, because the annual
report of the Public Health Department
is two years behind in publication. If the
Minister would be good encugh to have
the report of the Public Health Depart-
ment tabled I would be delighted to read
it and see exactly what is being done by
the Government in this direction. Whilst
we must continue to look at newspaper
reports, however, T must be a little more
circumspect in what I believe.

When I was interrupted I was about to
say that the Government only seemed to
take action when it was forced into doing
so. ©One of the very first things that
happened when I came into this House
was that legislation was introduced which
sought the closure of banks on Saturday
mornings. Similar legislation had been put
upon five different oceasions by a Lahor
Administration, but the parties which now
comprise the present Government gave it
no support at all,

When, however, the Government
thought it could win a few votes as a
result of such legislation, it introduced
a measure slong the same lines as those
proposed by the Labor Party. The same
thing happened tc me when I introduced
a Bill which sought to close garages on
Sundey mornings. The Government sald
such legislation was totally unnecessary,
completely unwarranted, and something it
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would not support or foist onto the com-
munity. The following year the Govern-
ment brought in a measure which was
identical with the Bill it refused to suppert
the year before.

It is certainly a Government of ex-
pediency. Let us consider for & moment
the Government's attitude on legislation
that was introduced by the member for
Clontarf in relation to door-to-door sales-
men. There is a crying need now for some
amendment to that legislation. The Gov-
ernment cut all the meat out of the Bill.
The legislation is practically useless.
People think some protection is provided
by this legislation but there is none at
all, except as it relates to the sale of books.
In relation to other items, however, door-
to-door salesmen still have an open go
and the Government displays no interest
in assisting the unfortunate people who
might be affected,

I could alse refer to such things as
workers’ compensation and matters relat-
ing to housing which only attract Govern-
ment action when a crisis is reached. As
I have said, this Government is certainly
a Government of expediency.

Let us consider the price of land. This
is another record which the Government
has created; it has created a record in
the price of land. I am aware of the fact
that the Government appointed the
MeCarrey committee to go into this matter
and make some recommendations which
might remedy the position by bringing
down the price of land. But the Govern-
ment merely adopted one or two of the
recommendations of that committee and
the result was that the price of land
levelled out at the top prices and we now
have evidence of a further rise in the
price of such land.

Why has not the Government taken
some action in regard to prices? The
Government did away with legislation in
connection with unfalr trade practices—
which was a pretty toothless tiger, any-
way—and when the Federal Government
introduced legislation in connection with
unfair trade practices—to establish a
trade practices tribunal—which required
the States to bring in complementary
legislation, we find that the present Gov-
ernment refused to assist in any way
whatever,

Once again the Commonwealth legisla-
tion does not have many teeth, and
it iz proving to be almost completely in-
effective so far as its original intention
was concerned. We find this legislation
is belng challenged at the moment in the
High Court under section 91 of the Aus-
tralian Constitution, and it will continue
to be. But our State Government does
not even bother to try to assist the Pederal
Government, which is of its own political
colour. by action which might help in
controling prices in this country so that
the public will not be exploited.
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The Federal Liberal-Country Party
coaliticn is convinced that there is 8 need
for such legislation, yet we Aind this State
Government and other State Governments
where there are Liberal-Country Party
coalition Governments continue to make
the legislation Ineffective by not assisting
with the introduction of the necessary
complementary legislation.

There have been instances where agree-
ments have been abandoned at a national
level because of this legislation and where
separate agreements have been entered into
with each of the States concerned. Here,
because of the Australian Constitution and
the separate agreements—which do not
cross State boundaries—no action can be
taken under the legislation by the civil
servants whose job it is to try to assist
in these matters.

What has the Government done to pro-
tect the consumer? What has it done in
regard to advertising, about which there
is a tremendous amount of criticism at the
moment? We had an Australian national
body—a private enterprise body—draw up
a string of regulations by which adver-
tising firms agreed to ablde; vet we find
that those regulations have been described
as not being worth a row of beans. That
is what it amounts to, because the public
il?ng still belng exploited by false advertis-

We find, indeed, that the Government’s
own c¢ampaign of advertising Western
Australlan goods 1s misleading In one direc-
tion, hecause it says, “Buy Western Aus-
tralan and your money comes back to
you." The people helleve that this Is a
money-back guarantee on Western Aus-
tralian goods but, of course, it is no such
thing. All it means is that we keep our
money in the State and, indirectly. the
money comes back to us. There is, how-
ever, plenty of unfafr and untrue adver-
tising; but I have never heard any member
of the Government raise his volce in re-
gard to it; nor has any member of the
Government had anything to say shout
consumer protection or the protection of
the working man. What has the Govern-
ment done in regard to prices generally?
I have not heard one Cabinet Minister ex-
press concern In this direction.

Mr. Rushton: It has given the work-
ing man plenty of work.

Mr. DAVIES: And he gets less for it.
Has the honourable member ever heard
any member of the Government—the
Premier, the Deputy Premier. or any of
the Ministers—say that he did not believe
that the announced Increases were justi-
fled? Has the honourable member ever
heard any one of them say that he did not
consider an Increase in the price of beer
justified, or an increase in the price of
bread, in the price of petrol, timber, or of
steel justified? All these commodities
affect the working man, and yet never has
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there been one word of protest from any
member of the Cahinet about any of the
rises in the prices mentioned.

Mr. Rushton: The price of petrol is con-
trolled.

Mr. DAVIES: As a potentlal Minister,
the honourable member should spesk up:
he should not be shy.

Mr. Rushton: I said petrol 15 at a con-
trolled price.

Mr. DAVIES: The price-fixing standard
set in South Australia iz agreed to, but
it need not be. I have never heard any
member of the Government raise his voice
in protest about such price increases.

Let us, however, talk about wages; and
what does the Government do? If we
talk about a rise in the basle wage the
Government immediately says, “This s
going to cost us £3,000,000 in one year.”

Mr. Lewls: Does not that put up costs?

Mr. DAVIES: Not only does the Govern-
ment protest publicly about the hasic wage,
but it also sends its representative to the
Industrial Commission to officially oppose
any Increase in wages. This 1s what the
Government has done.

Where do the Government's sympathles
Ite? ‘They certalnly do not lie with the
working man. Prices can be increased and
the Government will say nothing, but let
there be any move for & rise In the basic
wage and the Government will oppose it
tooth and nall. Its representative before
the Industrial Commission was doing just
that last week; he was dolng 1t officially on
behalf of the Government. By this means
1t was not necessary to use the Employers
Federation. The Government was prob-
ably ashamed of the Employers Federation
representative who sald that people could
llve on $36 a week and that amount was
ample,

Mr. Court: He did not say quite that.

Mr. DAVIES: I have never heard any
statement met with more derision than
was the statement made by the Employers
Federation. With this Government we can
inerease prices as much as we like, and
the Government will do nothing about it,
but let us try to increase the basic wage
and the Government will strongly oppose
any such move. That is the type of Gov-
ernment we have.

The people atre awake fo these things
now; they are beceming Increasingly
concerned, and although the member for
Dale said they had plenty of work—

Mr. Dunn: You have been saying this
ever since you have been in this House,
but the people have not voted you in as
a Government.

Mr. DAVIES: I do not know whether 1
have been saying this ever since I came
to this House, though 1 am coming
to the point of indicating that ¥ have not
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struck so much concern in my electorate
regarding the difficulties experienced by
the working man as I am st the moment.

This is probably one of the most trying
times I have known as it affects the hard-
ship experienced by the working man.
Although we are supposed to be an affluent
soclety I am constantly finding people
wanting all sorts of help—something which
I never encountered in my earlier years.

Although we are supposed to be an af-
fluent soclety we still have our blanket
appeals and our appeals for wood for the
pensioners. We have not been able to
help this poor and needy section of our
community. They are the people about
whom the Government shows no concern.
There are, however, other sections of the
community who are concerned about these
people, and I refer particularly to the
trade unjonists.

The member for Cockburn dealt with
this aspect fairly well the other night,
but from the statement made by the mem-
ber for Dale, I do not think he quite under-
stands, because he seemed to claim that
the member for Cockburn was asking for
conciliation or collective bargaining rather
than arbifration.

Mr. Court: The member for Cockburn
blamed the migrants for industrial trouble,
which I thought was grossly unfair.

Mr. Brady: He did not blame them but
pointed out they were New Australians.

Mr. DAVIES: The member for Cockburn
pointed out something I intended to men-
tion: that it is not the old cloth cap
socialist whom the Government members
like to deride who are leading the strikes
and causing industrial trouble at the mo-
ment; it is the young people—the men
with families—who are trying to make a
go of things: those who would like to have
their own homes and their own cars and
live comfortably, but who are unable to
raise a deposit for a block of land let alone
put a deposit on a home.

Mr. Court: Since when has Paddy Troy
been one of those—and Marks?

Mr. DAVIES: Here again it shows how
far the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment is from the industrial scene so far
as trade unions go; because if he watched
television or even had a look at the faces
of the people who are at strike meetings,
or if he went to some of the meetings and
saw some of the people and spoke to
them, he would realise thelr conecern, and
he would realise it was not the Paddy
Troys—

Mr. Court: Not much!
Mr. DAVIES: I wish the Minister would
speak up.

Mr. Court: I said, “Not much!” The
Paddy Troys, the Markses, and the Lat-
ters! Good heavens, you have the lot!
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Mr. DAVIES: This would indicate that
these one or two people have complete
control over all the hundreds of thousands
of union members. Of course, if members
analysed the reports that were put on
the table and read some of the Common-
wealth reports, they would realise that
the number of trade unionists is dropping,
and dropping quite considerably. The
member for Bunbury will be delighted to
know that there is not the percentage of
workers in trade unions that there have
been in the past.

The fact remains that never before
throughout the whole history of Aus-
tralia, indeed, not since the turn of the
century, have the workers shown so much
willingness to take indusirial action on
their own to try to get something they
thought they were going to get, but which
is rapidly becoming beyond their reach.
I have said before that the gap
between the “haves” and the '"have-nots”
is increasing alarmingly, and while it does
increase and while the Government does
nothing to try to keep down prices, but
does everything to keep down wages, we
can expect more and more of this indus-
trial unrest.

People are becoming quite unhappy
with the general struggle to live and sur-
vive. Certainly we have some affluent
areas. There are some areas where people
live far more comfortably than we do;
but I do not represent one of those areas
and I rarely go into them. The people
amongst whom I move and with whom 1
talk and whose homes I visit have & very
real and genuine concern at the increas-
ing struggle to maintain standards.

Previously I have asked what the Gov-
ernment means by free enterprise, but 1
have never received a real answer. I
have concocted various answers myself and
I have read some of the propaganda dis-
tributed by the Liberal Party. I have
read many articles in magazines concern-
ing what free enterprise proposes to do in
the cormmmunity.

Mr. Rushton: Freedomm of conscience
and freedom for the individual!

Mr. DAVIES: Here we are on the catch-
phrases and so forth again, but we will
not go into them. I will not hecome side-
tracked. As yet I have not received an
gnswer. For the most part I have heard
that the Liberal Party believes in free
enterprise without Government control.
However, having read a few speeches on
the subject, I would like to quote from
one which was made in 19563. It was
made by a present Minister of this Govern-
ment and the speech is to be found on
page 222 of Hansard of 1953, and reads
as follows:—

As far as controls are concerned, I
would like to say, as a general state-
ment, that I am opposed to them
except under abnormal conditions such

[ASSEMBLY.]

as are experienced during a world
war. It is my view that controls, no
matter how well intentioned they may
be, weaken the moral fibre of the
people and discourage initiative and,
particularly in their attempt to defy
the natural laws of supply and de-
mand, have a tendency to place a
premium on inefficiency. They un-
dermine the moral fibre of the com-
munity through encouraging people
who seek illicit ways of circumvent-
ing them.

Mr. Craig: Who said that?

Mr. DAVIES: Then on page 224 is the
following:—

The situation in Australia today is
that both primary and secondary in-
dustries find themselves with inflated
costs and about to commence a
struggle against world competition be-
cause of the events of the last few
years, and the rather lavish Govern-
ment spending during that period.

I hope I have not taken those extracts
out of context, and I hope I have read
them to the satisfaction of the Minister
for Industrial Development. The fact re-
mains that from those remarks we are
enfitled to understand that the present
Liberal-Country Party coalitlon Govern-
ment does not believe in Government con-
trols, so I thought it was necessary to
ascertain what has happened in regard to
Government controls during the 11 years
tkfl; present Government has been in
office.

I want to remind members of the quo-
tations I fust read on lavish spending weak-
ening of the moral fibre, and discouraging
initiative, because I now want to refer to
some of the controls which have been in-
troduced in the last few years. After only
a quick ctheck I have found that this Gov-
ernment has established boards to control
mental health, water supplies, parole,
several in regard to factories and shops,
taxis, chiropractors, Government em-
ployees’ housing, the National Trust,
chemists, youth services, pure air, the
Totalisator Agency Board, painters, town
planning marketing of linseed, fluoride,
artificial breeding, and transport. These
are just a few of the boards this Govern-
ment has introduced.

Mr. O'Neil: Did you say painters?

Mr. DAVIES: Yes.

Mr. Rushton: That came from your side.

Mr. O'Neil: That was a private mem-
bers’ Bill—a private member from your
side.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, but it was agreed to
by the Government. We will take the blame
but it was passed by Parliament. I also
checked to see what licenses are now

necessary in addition to those previously
required. Since this Government has come
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into office, licenses have been established
in connection with beekeepers, Alsation
dogs, several nhew licenses for motor
vehicles, debt collectors, land and estate
agents, car dealers, door-to-door salesmen,
and crop-dusting pilots,

Mr, O'Neil: I thought you said we had
done nothing about consumer protection.

Mr, DAVIES: These are just a few of
the new licenses necessary, and I am try-
ing to marry these two attitudes.

I carried out some research of our
Hansards and I found that over the years
& number of questions have been asked in
regard to the boards in existence. ©On
the 2nd November, 1965, in reply to a
question by the present member for Bel-
mont the Premier told us there were 88
boards the members of which received a
fee. He said there were other boards the
members of which did not receive pay-
ment. In November, 1965, there were 88
boards the members of which were paid.
A week after that question, the same mem-
ber asked the Premier to give the number
of boards about which the Government
knew, and the reply dealt with statutory
hoards only. At that time there were 151
statutory boards plus 50-odd hospital
hoards; that is, over 200 boards controlling
the community at large.

In September, 1967, in the Legislative
Council, Mr, Wise asked a question re-
garding the boards established under State
Statutes and a list was tabled indicating
that at that time there were 109 boards
the members of which received payment
of some kind. In other words, in two
years there had been an increase of 21
boards under a Governmenf which did
noi believe in Government control.

That is a fairly good record; in fact, it
s a new record the Government has
created and I would like to know what
it is doing about the matter. Is it taking
any action to see whether all the boards
are necessary? Has the Government made
any inquiries? Does it allow these little
boards to build up little empires of their
own? I am in a position to state that
when the Labor Party is next returned to
office, a searching inquiry will be mede
into the needs and costs of these boards,
as well as into their ramifications, because
something needs to be done. I do not
know how many boards have been added
to the 109 paid boards in existence in
1967, and no evidence exists to Indicate
that any of the bhoards have been dis-
banded. Therefore this is a new record
the Government has created.

Then, of course, we get to the Public
Service as a whole. One would think that
the Government would want to apply some
restraint on the Public Service. The
figures I am about {0 quote are taken from
the annual reports of the Public Service
Commissioner. First of all, in 1910 there
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were 1,308 public servants. In 1953 there
were 3,895, an increase of 2,587 in 43
Years.

When we went out of Government in
1959 the Public Service numbered 4,625,
which was an increase of 730 in six years.
That increase was in line with the average
which had been fairly evident over the
years.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It was a very sad
period of the State’s history, though.

Mr. DAVIES: The Minister did not
listen to the beginning of my remarks.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I am listening.

Mr. DAVIES: In 1970 we are told
there are 8,598 civil servants, an increase
of 3,973—or more than 85 per cent.—since
this Government has been in office. Those
figures are shown in the Public Service list
which was tabled during this session of
Pariiament.

Mr. Dunn: Those figures show the
wonderful advance which the Government
has made,

Mr. DAVIES: Those figures certainly
show a recerd set by a Government which
is supposed to believe in free enterprise.
It has increased the Public Service
by 85 per cent. in 11 years., That is a
splendid record for a free enterprise Gov-
ernment!

Mr. Rushton: What has
increase in the population?

Mr. DAVIES: I must apologise for not
dealing with any more interjections
at this stage because I have only a short
time to go. I want to have some figures
recorded, but if anyone would like to ask
me any questions I would be pleased to
supply the answers in the lobby when I
have completed my speech.

I think it would be fairer to say that in
1910 we were dealing with a different
aspect of our Civil Service. In 1910
there were 4.82 civil servents to every
1,000 of population. By 1850 this figure
had grown to 5.64 per 1,000, an in-
crease in 40 years of .82 per thousand of
population. In 1960 there were 6.52 civil
servants per thousand of population, which
means that during the period the Labor
Party was in Government there was an
increase of .38 in & 10-year period.

In 1970 there are 8.78 civil servants per
thousand of population, an increase of
2.26 per thousand of population during the
period of office of this free enterprise
Government. Is that not a new record
of which to be proud--a splendid record?

Mr. Court: Are you advocating that we
sack some of them?

Mr. DAVIES: I am not advocating any-
thing; I am indicating the need for a
search to see if the best use is being made
of those additional people. I worked out
the number per thousand of population

been the
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from the figure of 8,598 which is shown
in the Public Service list, and the popula-
tion flgure as at the 30th June last.

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has five more minutes.

Mr. DAVIES: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The population figure was 979,700. I did
check that figure with the Government
Statistician’s office to ensure that it was
correct as reported in The West Austra-
lian, and the person to whom I spoke
seemed to think I was an idiot for bother-
ing to check. However, I explained we
had to check newspaper articles for cor-
rectness before we quoted them in Par-
liament.

Mr. Rushton: Don't you think the public
servants are doing a fair job of work?

Mr. DAVIES: I am sorry, I cannot
answer any more interjections. I want to
remind the House that the flgures I have
quoted for the Public SBervice do not in-
clude the Police Force, the Statg Elec-
tricity Commission, the Railways Depart-
ment, the Totalisator Agency Board, the
Metropolitan Transport Trust, the harbour
boards, the 35 public relations men who
average $5,500 a year, cadets who are em-
ployed in the Civil Service; and, of course,
they do not include wages employees.

In this regard I will remind the House
of the Government's attitude to the Pub-
lic Works Department day labour scheme
when it took office in 1959, and point
out that in 1960, the Architectural Division,
totalled 928 men. Figures given to me by
the Minister for Works, in the House to-
night, show that 945 men are now
employed in the Architectural Division, an
increase of 17 after the Government said
it would do away with the day labour force,

On the 30th June, 1960, the Engineering
Division employed a total of 2,610 persons
and the total is now 2,354, That flgure is
down 258, to the Government’s credit, but
there is a shortage in the categories of
carpenters and labourers. If such trades-
men and labourers were available I am sure
they would be employed in the Public
Works Department and increase the total.

What hypocrisy it is for the Govern-
ment to claim that it is a free enterprise
Government and then increase the
Public Service by 85 per cent. in 10 years.
The ratio of civil servants to population
has increased by 2.26 per thousand over
the last 10 years and the number is now
8.78 per thousand of population. Under
completely socialistic conditlons the ratto
does not approach these figures.

Goodness gracious, how the people are
being hoodwinked by this extravagant
Government; there is not the slightest
doubt about that. The Government has
made a welter of it while no-one has
bothered to check its expansion of Govern-
ment control.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Public Service list for 1970 showed
an increase of 779, and this is accountable
to a degree because the State has taken
over the taxation authority. However, here
again, only in March of this year I was
told, in answer to a question, that the
total staff establishment would be 319. In
answer to a further question tonight, I
find 332 people have been appointed and
another 2T are to be appointed. So there
is a total of 40 in excess of what was an-
ticipated when I asked the question in
March.

We wonder about empire bullders. The
Premier had already told me I had nothing
to worry about in this direction regarding
the new State Taxation Department. How-
ever, the QGovernment has been making
whoopee while the people have been led
to believe that they have a free enterprise
Government which does not believe in Gov-
ernment control, and does not belleve in
extending the Civil Service. Goodness only
knows what the position would be if a
check were made of the stafl in the other
instrumentalities and departments I have
mentioned, such =as the Metropolitan
Transport Trust, the Totalisator Agency
Board, the Railways Department, and the
Education Department, It would probably
be found that there have been greater in-
creases still and the Government would
establish more records. The Government
certainly has established records in regard
to the housing shortage, Obviously a re-
cord has been established regarding the
Civil Service, too.

I do not attack civil servants as civil
servants.

Several members interjected.

Mr. DAVIES: I attack the people who
are empire builders,

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

MR. COURT (Nedlands—Minister for
Industrial Development) [8.49 pm.]1: At
the outset I would like to convey my con-
gratulations to the member for Albany. It
was unfortunate that he got off to a bad
start.

Mr. Tonkin: A very good start.

Mr. COURT: I put his bad start down to
his advisers.

I would also like to say how much I per-
sonally regret the passing of Jack Hall. He
was a very close frlend of mine because
we had a number of mutuel interests, par-
ticularly in music, and I did know his
sterling worth in a number of ways. His
end came rather suddenly and it was very
sad. Nevertheless, I think everybody re-
members Jack Hall as a person without
malilce and one with whom we were all
pleased to be assoclated, as a friend, re-
gardless of political differences.

I would Hke to say a few words about
some aspects of a number of matters
which I noticed particularly whilst I was
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abroad. On this occasion I went abroad on
a private visit, but things did not work out
quite the way I had planned. I have found
that while one Is mixed up with a develop-
ment programme it 13 almost impossible to
divorce oneself from officlal duties while
traveliing. In other words, people did not
take me seriously when I sald it was a
private visit, because every other time
I have been twisting thelr arms to get
investment.

Three main matters came to my notice
and I feel I have a duty to comment
upon them, particularly as the Address-in-
Reply is the appropriate time to make such
comment. The first is the general pattern
of industrial unrest which I saw in almost
every free country I went to. Secondly,
there is the very vexed question of conser-
vation and environmental control. The
third point I would llke to touch upon is
the changing scene throughout the world
in respect of the conversion of minerals
into metals,

To deal firstly with the question of In-
dusirial unrest, what 1s most disturbing is
the fact that the pattern seems to be the
same wherever one goes. The only dlffer-
ence is the degree of unrest. I refer, of
course, to the free world, because this sort
of thing would not be tolerated in iron
curtaln countries,

One Is struck by the faet that there
seems to be a small but very powerful,
highly dedicated, and highly trained group
at the head of all the agitation. It is use-
less for people ke the member for Cock-
burn to talk about migrants being to the
forefront of the agitation because they are
unhappy about their lot and this kind of
thing: It 1s equally useless for the member
for Victorla Park to talk about the "un-
happy multitude.” The fact 18 that these
peaple are stirred into the strike and strife
situation.

A most frightening aspect developed when
I was in Britain and on the Continent. 1
refer to the time when prominent trade
union leaders were prepared to come out
and say after the change of Government
in Britain that they were above and
bevond the Government and the people.
In other words, they were a force on their
own and they were not going to take any
notice of the will of the people. This is
a frightening thing, and it must affect
every member this way, whether he is on
this side of the House or the other side.
It should be frightening, because we all
believe, I hope, in the fact that in the
fingl analysis it is the people who have the
say through the balloi box. The people
are the ones who throw Governments out
and put Governments in. I always like to
feel that when a Government is elected on
a policy, the people—whether they are
employers, employees, or the general
populace—have some regard to the fact
that the Government was elected on a
particular policy.
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Mr. Jamieson: There are irresponsible
people in the Liberal Party, you know.

Mr. COURT: I believe that the disloca-
tion that has occurred in the free world—
and, ironically, it has occurred because
ot the state of affluence that has developed
compared with years ago—will take some
time to correct. There has been a loss of
confidence between representatives of
employers, employees, and Government.
This is one of the saddest things of all,
because without some confidence there
can be no progress at the negotiating table.
Those concerned must be able to feel that
they can frankly discuss matters, offer
something, make a counter offer, and even
another offer again, to arrive at a logleal
conclusion. When this atmosphere is lost
and with it the confidence necessary to
solve problems, the very basis of the
society in which we live is also lost.

Mr. Lapham: Was there any inflation in
the countiries which you visited?

Mr. COURT: Of course, there is infla-
tion in every country in the world. The
fact remains that the net worth of the
earnings of the people today in the free
world—in countries like Australia, Britain,
Western Europe, and North Amerjca—is
higher than it has ever been in history.
One of the saddest things about it is that
the people who are getting hit the hardest
in these countries, including our own, are
the people lowest down the scale.

Mr. Lapham: Why don't you give them
a lift?

Mr. COURT: The reason for it is the
great wave of industrial unrest; the plan-
ned unrest, and strife sought rather than
solution. For the first time in history the
mean down below could get pay for 52 weeks
in every year. However, because of this
great unrest he is denied this and he is
not sure whether he will be paid for 40
weeks, 45, or 50. It is not the “boss's”
fault; the work is there to be done, the pay
ts there to be earned. It is the fault of
leaders—militant leaders—and I am not
only referring to this country., It is the
same pattern wherever one goes. I almost
felt it as I stepped off the plane in the
countries I visited. It is these leaders who
deny this man the opportunity for which
50 many people in the union movement
fought and worked for over a long period
of time,

Mr. Toms: Do you think they are a lot
of sheep?

Mr. COURT: 1 believe that the organi-
sation which is at the top is so powerful
that it is not there by accident.

Mr. Jamieson: What sleeps under your
bed?

Mr. Jones: Even the price of butter has
gone up.
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Mr. COURT: The member for Belmont
has raised the question of the communist
bogey. I have not mentioned it.

Mr. Jamieson: You were stirring it up.

Mr. COURT: If the cap fits In respect of
the people 1 have mentioned, let it stay
there and let them wear it. If we identlfy
the people In Australla who are stirring
up the strife, we will see that their allegi-
ance is not directed to the good of Austra-
lia or the worker.

Those who listen to the radio would have
heard a talk by Jack Munday on ABC.
radio session “AM.” on the 18th August.
This reflected exactly the same strife pat-
tern and he even advocated industrial
violence, which has never been heard of in
this country before. Two minutes after, on
the same session, the new messtah of the
Labor Party and of the left wing indus-
trial movement, Mr. R. J. Hawke, did not
disown Mr. Munday when he was asked
whether he went along with what Mr,
Munday had sald. Instead, he replied,
“You can’t believe what you read in the
paper.”

Mr. Tonkin: I have heard the Minister
say that himself.

Mr. COURT: The fact is that Mr, Mun-
day was speaking on AB.C. “AM.” on
the 18th August. It was not a Press
report; the man was present in person.
He made no bones about it and said that
there could be circumstances in which
blackmail was justified.

Mr. Lapham: Who is Munday?

Mr. COURT: He happens to be very
prominent in the union movement in New
South Wales.

Mr. Lapham: I have never heard of
him and he is of no interest to Western
Australia. The reason why there is trouble
in Western Australia is—

‘The SPEAKER.: Order!

Mr. COURT: I{ so happens that the
pattern is the same if we look at the
movement in this State. It does not mat-
ter whether the name is Troy, Marks,
Latter, or Bastow. No-one will {ell me
they want peace and they want people to
settle down and be able to take home pay
for 52 weeks in every year.

Mr. Lapham: They are not getting a
full week’s wages for a full week’s work.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COURT: At the present rate of de-
velopment in the free world, I believe there
is plenty in it for everybody if only we
come back to a basis where people setfle
down and negotiate in a proper atmosphere
of mutual trust. In this way, we can
share the ggins that are ours and gains
that have occurred because of improved
conditions, which members cannot deny.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Lapham: We send our wives out
o work now.

Mr. COURT: Members cannot deny that
conditions have improved in Australia.

Mr. Jamieson: The Minister has said
that wives Eo out to work because they
groa.nt to. They go out because they have

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COURT: Befcore I conclude my com-
ments on this part of my speech, I want
to refer to another frend which is also
apparent in other countries as well as
in Australia. There was a time when we
could identify political leaders. We could
say, “This man is the leader of the Liberal
Party; that man the leader of the Country
Party; and that man the leader of the
Labor Party.” We knew who the political
man was, Today we cannot identify him.
Mr. Whitlam is in the extraordinary
situation when he is not quite sure what
is going to be said on his behalf. There
was the experience of the Leader of the
Opposition In Victoria; and the Leader of
the Opposition in this State is In very
much the same position.

Most of the political comments in this
State are made by Mr. Coleman through
the industrial wing. If the Leader of the
Opposition wants it this way, that is his
business and not mine. However, I have
an interest as a citizen in the fact that
the clear line of demarcation which the
public previously understood is no longer
there. It was a clear line of demarcation
which existed between the political leader,
and the industrial agitator and leader.
Now we cannot identify who 1s who.

It was Mr. R, J, Hawke who called the
great rally—or strike, or stop work meet-
ing, c¢all it what one will—the other week.
It does not matier what it is called, it
amounts to the same thing, The political
leaders at Federal and State levels had
to dance, and they did dance.

I think we wlll hear & lot more of the
new messiah of the Labor movement, and
my own opinion Is that he is a compara-
tively young man, with above-average
education, who is dedlcated to the left;
and, what 1s worse, of course, he is just
power hungry and he is only interested in
the power he can get. Whether he uses
this—

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COURT: Whether he uses this
through the industrial wing or through the
{Jolitical wing, or both, he could not care
eS8,

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! Members are
reminded that Interjectlons are always
disorderly. I have permitted interjectlons,
but I am certainly not golng to permit
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members to make lengthy speeches by way
of interjections. If members want to
make Interjections they must make them
sharp and to the point.

Mr. COURT:: I will conclude my remarks
about the industrlal unrest by repeating
that the pattern is the same wherever one
goes; the erosion of political power that
the people elect Is the same wherever one
goes; and we have a person in Australia
risirg to this power, absolutely power
hungry. One only has to read and hear
what he says to know what his ultimate
alms are.

I very quickly move on to the guestion
of environmental protection and the gen-
eral attitude throughout the world to pol-
lution. It has to be accepted that where-
ever one goes this has become the “in
thing” today. One has only to make a
dramatic statement about pollution—and
that word is used for what I believe is
more correctly called “environmentgl pro-
tection”—and one really hits the headlines.

I would ke to think that we are all
conservationists who want to protect the
environment. I cannot imagine anyone
in this Chamber, or anyone in his right
mind, not wanting to do so. What is
rather frightening is the fact that some
people have assumed a tremendous amount
of power In this very spectacular cam-
paign, and I really helieve that the pen-
dulum has swung too far one way because,
in the final analysis, somebody—and
usually the Government—has to make
some declslons as to what things can be
done and what things cannot be done.
These fthings can best be decided in an
atmosphere in which there is a degree of
rational thinking,.

In all the countries I have vislied I have
found more goodwill on the part of indus-
triallsts towards environmental control
than on the part of the extreme campalgn-
ers towards the industrialists. The fact
remalns that in most countries prodigious
sums are belng spent by industry—aquite
apart from Governments—to overcome
some of the errors of the past.

The present generation of industrialists
Is very conscious of the fact that mistakes
were made In the past and that no-one
cared very much. In the past, people were
more concerned about getting a man a job,
and no-one ralsed this question. If is un-
fortunate that it was not ralsed at the
time, but the fact is that some things were
done in places which were thought to be
remote and of no great consequence., 'T'o-
day we filnd great metropolises ln those
places and the scars are there. The modern
industriallst 1s anxious to show goodwill
and do his part, not only to make sure that
he prevents further damage to the en-
vironment but also able to correct, in his
time, and to the best of his capacity the
mistakes of the past.
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In Australis we can have the best of two
worlds. We can have the best of the de-
velopment—be it rural, mining, or indus-
trial—and at the same time we can pro-
tect the environment, This can only be
done If there is geodwill hoth ways. When
things settle down in Australla, so that
we can see more clearly the pattern and
organisation that will be needed to handle
this situation, I see this as one matter in
which Governments and Oppositions can
join forces and be at all times vigllant to
achieve the maximum in environmental
protection in its true sense, at the same
time making sure we do not adopt a policy
of “stop everything,” because, sooner or
later, if we do stop everything we reach
an economlic crisis which reflects back on
the community.

I was in New York at the time that
city was experiencing “brown-outs.” It is
quite frightening to see the brown-outs”
in a great city, when one thinks of the
problems in operating emergency services
in a huge city—bearing in mind that there
are 15,000,000 people within a 25-mile
radius of the cenire of New York. There
are sanitary services, water supplies, hos-
pital services, and a thousand and one
other things that are crucial in the life of a
community, When one sees this power
being cut back, one realises how frighten-
ing it can be.

Mr. Davies: What was the cause?

Mr. COURT: One of the causes was the
the failure of *“Big Allis"—the famous
1,000-megawatt Allis Chalmers plant in
New York. One of the real problems is
that that city has not been able to keep
up with its power generating capacity he-
cause of arguments with conservationists.
As one man said to me, “We thought we
had it licked because everyone was COn-
cerned about the stuff that is poured into
the zir.” I am afraid people are more ¢on-
cerned about what is poured into the air
or the river than about some of the other
environmental factors, which in my opin-
fon are equally important. They thought
they had it licked by using nuclear power
which has no air pollution problem. But
then they ran into another group. A
power station cannot be run without cool-
ing water, and the prospect of putting the
cooling water back into the river brought
another crisis. And so the argument goes
on, -

It takes several years to catch up onr
a power generating programme. After a
decislon has been made to put in a plant,
I think it is fair to say that about five
years elapse before the plant has been
ordered, built, put under load, and fully
commissioned,

This situation has arisen because of an
excess of power—political power or any
other power—in the hands of a group
which, with some justification, decided a
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few years ago that the American con-
science had to be sthred. It was stirred,
and some vcities have done a remarkable
job. In other cities the authorities are act-
ing in a very businesslike and scientific
manner, at great cost to the community
where the community services are In-
volved, and at great cost to industry where
industry is involved. It has now been
aceepted as one of the costs of the com-
munity and one of the costs of industry
to bulld in the necessary safeguards in
respect of environmental econtrol,

I now reiterate something I gald before,
because I think it is important. I hope
we will give more attention to this total
question of environmental control, which
goes far beyvond just the pollution of the
alr and the pollution of watercourses, the
sen, and rivers. This goes to the very
way of lfe that we enjoy, because the
things people do and the way Dpeople be-
have towards one another contribute just
as much to the pollution of the environ-
ment as the things that are particularly
related to industry,

I would also like to feel what we, as a
Parliament, could set an example by pub-
licly giving due credit to people who do
take positive action to protect their en-
vironment. I have personally known of
cases Iin Europe, Britein, and America,
in which tremendous sums of money
and {remendous effort—conscientious
scientific effort-—have been used to over-
come a problem, but no word of thanks
has been received from the community. If
these people who are so obsessed with the
question of environment were occasionally
to express some appreciation to the people
who do the right thing, I am sure they
would achieve a better result.

Might I touch on the third point I wish
to mention; that is, the question of the
reduction of minersls into metals. Mem-
bers present, almost without exception,
have heen to the north and to some of
the other developmental areas, and have
seen what is happening in what could
broadly be termed a breakthrough period
—a period in which we had to get things
started, and to develop railways, ports,
and the Hke. At that time it was made
clear—and I think the Opposition from
time to time has very rightly raised this
query—ithat this was not to be the end
in itself, but that It was only the begin-
ning and we had to have something more
than just the export of our natural re-
sources.

It became very sapparent that if we
were ever going to get large volumes of
metal production—such as alumina ingots,
nickel metal, or iron in the form of iron
or steel—the only way we could get into
big tonnages was to trade internationally.
The simple fact is that last year Aus-
tralis produced 6,500,000 tons of steel and
that is a good performance for a commun-
ity of 12,500,000 people. By 1975 Japan
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will produce 160,000,000 tons of steel and
if we are to supply only 10 per cent.
of that production we must produce
16,000,000 tons, or 23 times the amount
of steel we produced in Australia last
year for our own needs.

So the story goes on right across the
Northern Hemisphere. Two and a half
years ago we commenced quiet negotia-
tions with the industrialised countries of
the Northern Hemisphere and we pointed
out to them that there are good economic,
social, political, and financial reasons why
consideration should be given to the pro-
cessing of minerals into metals in de-
veloped countries such as Australis,
Africa, and Latin America. At that time—
to be quite frank about it—there was g
certain amount of cynicism, and we re-
ceived a cold response. However, this
has changed and now I am pleased to say
that a very active and positive study is
being made of the prospects in all of those
flelds by the industrialised countries of
the Northern Hemisphere.

We now have the rather remarkable
situation in which not only are these large
concentrations of industries in the North.
ern Hemisphere, but also some of these
Northern Hemisphere countries have now
exhausted their raw materials because
they have been using them for so long.
So those countries are starting to become
very conscious of the fact that Australia,
the Africas, and the South Americas all
have large reservoirs of raw materials. I
think it is appropriate to gently remind
those countries that we cannot forever
and s day be the suppliers of raw
materials as they come out of the ground.
That message seems to have got across
to them because there is now an active
particlpation in studies on the part of
those countries.

1 believe that in the next decade we will
be a source of supply to those countries.
In fact, I will be surprised if within the
next year, we do not hear an announce-
ment of a major participation by coun-
tries of the Northern Hemisphere, in part-
nership with this State of ours, in the pro-
duction of metal. Members might think
it rather strange that I have been doing
my best to develop a lalson with our
friends in Latin American countries.
Some people seem to think that those
countries are competitors of ours, and in
some ways they are, But I think with
the international scene changing as it Is
todny, we should not look upon them as
competitors but rather as contemporaries
and partners in a tremendous develop-
ment.

I believe that if we are to achieve the
maximum result from the reduction of our
minerals into metals, it can only be done
in a blg way it other countries which have
large volumes of raw materials do the
game thing. The simple philosophy we
are following is this: when the European
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countries buy their iron ore, coking coal,
or any other mineral, they buy it from
many countries; for example, say, some
from Ceanada, some from West Africa,
some from South America, and of course
now they are starting to buy some from
here, Likewise, the Japanese might com-
mit themselves to us as their prineipal
supbliers up to, say, 40 per cent. of their
needs; but beyond that they wish to
diversify. They would not want to put
all their egegs in one basket because it
would not be good for us or for them. I
we want to succeed in this philosophy and
to supply them with, say, semi-finished
steel—in the form of slabs or blcoms—we
must convince them that there are other
sources of supply as well as this State.

If we do not convince them, they will
buy in a timid fashion and we want them
to buy in a bolder way. 1 might make
so bold as to say that by 1985 Australia
will be producing and exporting up to
50,000,000 tons a year of semi-finished
steel, some from the Eastern States, and
some from Western Australia.

One of the factors that is bringing about
a most decislve change in thinking is, of
course, the question of coking coal. I
suppose it would be expecting too much of
Mother Nature to wish for coking coal
as well as the iron ore to be abundant in
our own State. However, the fact is that
Australia has coking coal of fairly good
quality in large quantities in the Eastern
States. Somehow or other we have to
blend our fron ore with that coking coal.
We cannot expect to produce all the steel
in this State because we have the iron
ore, and the Eastern States cannot expect
to make all the steel because they have
the coking coal. It is up to us to take
a broad view and 1 think we have to think
on more than just a national basis; we
have to think internationally. Whether
or not we like it, the multi-international
corporation is going to be our salvation.

I would like to record why I believe this
to be so. The type of metal production
we will have to undertake—be it alumina
ingots or semli-finished steel—will have
to be on such a vast scale in order to be
economic that no one country could buy
all the production. So if we think in
terms of a large steel complex capable of
producing 7,000,000 tons, we have to bear
in mind that no country could take that
volume at any one time when it comes on
stream. If there are three countries—say,
North America, Burope, and Japan—mak-
fng up a partnership with Australlan in-
terests for this type of production, two
things would be done. First of all, a num-
ber of sources of capita! would be found
to take the strain off the individual par-
ticipants and—what is more Important
from our point of view—a pumber of
assured outlets for the product would be
found; because the Investment in such a
project 1s so huge—it would be far bigger
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than anything we have had in Australia—
that the consortjum could not afford to
take a risk on the disposal of its product.

Therefore the group either has to have
long-term sales contracts—as we did with
our iron ore—or e€lse it has to have a
captive market through investment. For
this reason I believe the time has come
when we not only have to 1ift our thoughts
from the State and think nationally on
this matter—and I hope our friends in
Queensland and New South Wales will do
the same-—but we also have to think inter-
nationally because the great outlets for
this metal will not be In Australia where
the needs are very small, but in other
countries where there is a huge demand,
and the population, the expertise, and the
markets.

In recent days we have read that a senior
Japanese member of Parliament visited
this State and other States. He sald quite
frankly—and it is good to hear this—that
Japan will seriously consider investment
for the sake of making metals in Aus-
tralia and other countries. We welcome
this. I saw Mr. PFujlo, who is a very
knowledgeable person, an experienced
polltician, and a person of considerable
ability with & sound knowledge of the
Japanese economy, and I told him that
whilst we agree with the idea of processing
here and welcome it, we wanted to make
sure that the process was not carried out
here on a basis of merely transferring the
pollution from Japan to Western Aus-
tralia. In other words, we want the In-
dustry established here In a way f{o avold
pollution. We have suitable locations to
do this compared with the problems of the
highly industrialised countries where they
have greater densitles of population. We
want to ensure that we have the best of
two worlds—the investment in the reduc-
tlon of minerals into metals, and also the
protection of our environment.

One final point I want to make on this
is the fact that in the past we have all
thought of hlast furnaces as being the
best means of producing steel. It is true
that the Japanese have brought about a
revolution in blast furnace practices. In
this fleld they have been great initiators
and experimenters; they have learned to
get the maximum efficiency from coking
coal, through the use of furnace feed of
different sizes, and so on. It appeared as
though they had achieved the maximum
efficiency and much better than could be
enjoyed by direct reduction and the elec-
tric furnace steel making method.

At one time there did not seem to be any
great future for these processes, but the
technology of direct reduction and eleciric
furnace steel methods has improved im-
mensely because of the greater amount of
research that has been undertaken in this
field, and because of the situation in regard
to coking coal. Not only is coking coal be-
coming more difficult to obtain under long
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term contracts, but it is becoming dearer.
The technological advances that have been
made, coupled with the increased price
of coal, is making it more and more pos-
sible for steel to be produced by the elec-
tric furnace method, This is most impor-
tant to us, because our greatest prospect
of making stee] in the early stages will
be by the direct reduction and electrlc
furnace method.

I am sure we will be wise to take an
ever-increasing interest in this method of
steel production. The member for Collie
has an interest in it because coking coal
does not have to be used as a fuel in the
direct reductlon and electric furnace
method.

Mr. Jones: You say then that Collie coal
is not unsuitable for this process?

Mr. COURT: Collie coal is very suitable
for metalising.

Mr. Jones: We agree on nhe point.

Mr. Jamieson: What about tidal power?

Mr. COURT: For electric furnsces pro-
ducing steel there is not the same need
for cheap power as there is in the pro-
duction of aluminium. I am sure that the
harnessing of tidal power in the north
will not come within my time or that of
the honourahle member, but when it does
it will make a tremendous contribution to
production in the north. Up to this point
of time the fuel used could be steaming
coal, natural gas, or oll according to the
process that Is actually used. We could
gain two ways If Collie coal 1s used; name-
ly to reduce the mineral to metal, and for
extra power generation to supply power to
electric furnaces.

Some processes use steaming coal, some
use furnace oil, some use & petroleum coke,
and others use natural gas, but we are
watching all of them. I will not go any
further; I merely wished to speak on those
three matters. With our current industrial
development programme the greatest need
is the dlversification of industry, and this
1s by far the most difficult to achleve be-
cause, fronically, it i1s more difficult to get
the medium and smaller sized industries
operating than it is to get some of the
glants going; but we will not give up, I
will enlarge on this point on another occa-
sion.

MR, BICKERTON (Pilbara) (9.24 p.m.1:
I often wonder if there is any advantage
to be gained in having a debate on the
Address-in-Reply. I have said this on
many occasions, but I now realise that
there is one advantage; that is, to enable
Ministers, at any rate, at the end of the
debate when there is rarely a chance to
reply, to put forward their own points of
view rather than answer the points that
are raised by members in this Chamber.

I think it would be well if the Ministers
concerned would concentrate more on what
was said by the members and take action
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accordingly, rather than wait for what we
call the “drop call” at the end of the de-
bate. I was not concerned whether I spoke
in this debate or net because, as I said
before, and I repeat, from the point of
view of my electorate, I seem to obtain
more satisfaction by dealing with the var-
ious Government departments than I do
by speaking in the Chamber and having
little notice taken of my remarks by the
Ministers concerned.

I must comment on some of the remarks
made by the Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment, particularly those which he made
in regard to industrial unrest. No-one
would deny that there is industrial unrest.
We have a great deal of it. It was re-
freshing to hear the Minister say that
there is industrial unrest throughout the
free world. This goes to show what an
advantage it is to travel, because in the
past most Ministers in the Government
have given us to understand that the
trend of industrial unrest applies only in
Western Australia; that there is some-
thing wrong with the workers in Western
Australia; that they are led by communists
and listen to agitators, and that this does
not go on elsewhere.

So I repeat it is refreshing to hear the
Minister say that industrial unrest is
oceurring throughout the free world. I
am not as scared as many people are, but
at the present time I cannot see that
industrial unrest is any greater than it
has ever been. It is certainly nowhere near
as great as the great industrial revolution
in Britain where those who were en-
deavouring to earn g living and raise a
family reached the stage where they had
to take direct action to exist. They did
not want to lose any pay; they wanted
brushes pushed up chimneys instead
of using their children to clean out the
soot. Those were some of the improved
conditions they sought; they merely wanted
o reasonable living, and eventually, by
many different means, they attained it.

The members of this Chamber, and
people outside it realise that the condi-
tions workers enjoy today and their im-
proved standard of living have been
brought about by the struggles of those
people to whom I have referred. Surely
there will always be struggles, and it
strikes me that it will always be the man
at the bottom of the ladder who gets the
blame; it has ever bheen thus.

Mr. Court: It Is not the little man I
am blaming; it is the man at the top of
the union movement.

Mr. BICKERTON: I will rephrase my
remark and say that it will always be the
uniolx;i movement that is responsible for the
trouble,

Mr, Court: It is not the union move-
ment; it is those power hungry people at
the top who are the cause of all the
trouble.
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Mr. Jamieson: Rubbish!

Mr, Court: The honourable member
should know; he was made to dance.

Mr. Fletcher: One at a time!

The ACTING SPEAEKER (Mr. Mitchell):
Order!

Mr. BICKERTON: I enloy a little
interlude. Tt is strange that when there
15 some industrial trouble it is always
the union that is out on strike; forget-
ting for the moment who is responsible
for bringing the men out on strike. In
the opinion of some sections of the com-
munity, anyway, it is always the union
that iz to blame. I have never heard
the argument put forward from members
on the other side of the House as to the
pity of such and such a strike hecause
the management had mishandled it.

Mr. Court: Can you name one employer-
lockout in 20 years?

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, pleasel

Mr, Court: Can you name one lockout
by an employer?

Mr. BICKERTON: I will remind the
Minister for Industrial Development that
I give him credit for his knowledge of
accountancy and for his drive. I have
done this on many occasions, and those
remarks are not sarcastic, but genuine.
However, I would say that the Minister, of
all the members in thls Chamber, would
know the least about industrial relations
apart from the connections he has with
people who deal with them,

But in the Minister's own life—and
again I give him credit for the business
he has set up—1I suppose that prior to his
entering this Chamber it would be doubt-
ful whether he controlled any number of
men outside of those in his office; and I do
not think there would be & great deal of
industrial experience needed for that.

Mr. Court: At one stage I was regarded
as & pretty good negotiator for my union.

Mr. Davies: Which union was that?
Mr. Court: The Musicians' Union.

Mr, BICKERTON: To have a fight or a
strike of any sort generally involves two
groups. We cannot have a fight or a
strike when one group is involved; we must
have two groups.

The Minister has sald that we see very
few lockouts. Why should we have lock-
outs? The result is obvious if we have a
group providing the labour going to the
person doing the employing and saying,
“We think such and such should be fixed
up,” only to bhe told, “No, it will not be
fixed up’; and this goes on month after
month with further approaches being made
and still no action by the person who s
capahle of grenting the concesslons. As
I have sald the result Is obvious In such
a case,
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Mr. Bovell: There 15 an arbitration

system.

Mr, BICKERTON: The men who want
the better conditions are not gutless; they
are not going to keep working away under
the same conditions; sconer or later they
will 'react and say, “We will not work for
you.”

If the union men are not strong this
i3 no problem at all to the person doing
the employing, hecause he will say, “If
you do not do the work I will go and find
someone else who will.” When the union
men get strong enough to be able to re-
sist this dictatorial attitude the person
doing the employing finds he cannot get
men anywhere else and he then resorts
to negotiations which, I submit, would
have been the logical thing to do in the
first place. But he does not have to lock
people out; the employer is in the happy
position of not having to do this.

Mr. Court: Have you ever tried nego-
tiating with Marks or Paddy Troy?

Mr. BICEERTON: I suppose those
gentlemen have negotiated unlon deals
over the years, and while I have not been
in a position of having to negotiate with
them I have been in the position where
I managed a coalmine and it was neces-
sary to negotiate with the people con-
cerned. Provided the arguments are
reasonable, negotiations are carrled out
and a decision is arrived at.

But it is quite wrong for us to get the
idea that wherever there is trouble the
union is to blame. Let me quote an ex-
ample of & large iron ore company in the
north-west, the employees of which asked
for some tollets to he provided on the site.
I thought their reasons were quite good.
They did not want to go cavorting around
the spinifex because of the tourist buses
that frequented the area. This argument
went on for two and a half months., I
am sure that if I were given a hammer
and a couple of nails I could have bulilt
a tollet myself,

This sort of thing causes bad industrial
relationships., Eventually, however, I was
able to get in touch with one of the offi-
clals and to point out how ridiculous the
whole thing was. Apparently he knew
nothing about it. I do not know what
happened to the industrial officer; he was
certainly not there for very long. As 1
have sald, this i5s the sort of thing that
causes Industrial trouble.

If, however, there happened to be a
strike over that matter who would have
been to blame? No-one would have Enown
the circumstances and the facts would not
have been considered at all. It would
have been sald that the men were over-
paid and that they did not do enough
work; that Marks had been there; that
Latter had been there, or that somebody
else had been there and c¢aused the trouble.

No consideration would have been given
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—not for one minute—to the fact that a
case existed in respect of the men con-
cerned. So whenever one talks about in-
dustrial unrest—-and it certainly does exist
—sooner or later we must be broadminded
enough to look at both sides of the story
and take all the facts Into consideration.

We are all aware of the fact that
affluence is, of course, the cause of such
unrest, but affluence does not go one way.
If the working man is afluent do not tell
me the boss is not. Where working con-
ditlons and travelling conditions are im-
proved for the worker surely they must
also be improved for the employer. If
the worker once went to work on e bicycle
and the boss drove up in a T-model Ford,
it is probable we will now find that if the
worker drives up in a Holden the boss will
no doubt be thinking in terms of a
Mercedes Benz, or something similar.

As the working man becomes less
dependent he must be in a position where
he demands a little more; not perhaps
for himself, but for his family and his
dependants. He demands a little more to
educate his children, and we all know what
that means.

So we should not be carried away too
much by the people who forever want to
lJay the blame at the door of the fellow
who happens to be & member of a union.
It is true there are those who strike but
if they had decent bosses they would not
have to do that. The Minister referred
to power-hungry people, and he made
reference to Mr. Hawke, President of the
ACTU. TI feel sure the Minister will
agree with me when I say that many news-
papers and prominent people in the com-
munity have labelled the Minister himself
as one of the most power-hungry individ-
'us,lsxI ti}r: this State, if not in the Common-
wealth,

Opposition Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. BICKERTON: I do not exactly hold
that against the Minister, because I have
always admired a fellow who is a little
power-hungry. It shows initiative; it shows
that he wants to get somewhere, and pro-
vided he is genuine in his endeavours—
as 1 believe Mr. Hawke is; the Minister
can answer for himself-—there is nothing
wrong with that.

Mr. Court: Is he genuine in his en-
deavour to build up or break down?

Mr. BICKERTON: The position he holds
is one which requires a most efficient
gentleman at the helm and if that gentle-
man has no ambition for power whatever
I doubt whether he should be there. 1
doubt whether anyone who knhows Mr.
Hawke, and the Minister for Industrial
Development, would say that one was more
power-hungry than the other.

Mr. Court: Hawke will not achieve the
same lasting benefits for the worker as
his predecessor digd.
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Mr. BICEERTON: It is possible the
Mintster's successor would not achieve for
the Government what he has achieved;
perhaps he may not be as power-hungry
as the Minister.

It seems to me to bhe ironical that the
Minister should refer to someone as being
power-hungry, and I am mnot using the
term In the derogatory sense used by the
Minister.

Mention has been made of heads of
unions, of agitators, and of those sorts of
people, but has anyone thought of what
must go on behind the scenes in big
business? Would not we have our
Markses, our Latters, our Hawkes, and
whoever else the Minister might care to
mention?

I have had no great experience of big
business but I have no doubt that behind
locked doors there would be the fellow
who might be supplying cement, or some-
thing of that nature, who is in a position
to advise those who were retailing the
commodity on what they should sell it
for, when they should sell it, or to whom
they should sell it, and what might be
made out of it.

The Minister is not so naive that he
does not know this goes on. There must
be heads of organisations and groups.
We find heads among the unions; but
if we want to look for real power—and
much of it without glory—we will find it
in the organisations that control the
finance, the products, and the production
of the world.

Mr. Court: Let us stick to industrial
matters for the moment. Can you tell me
about any industrial contract, entered into
by an employer in this State In the last
five to seven years, that has been dis-
honoured by the employer?

Mr. BICKERTON: What does the Min-
ister mean by industrial contract?

Mr. Court: When an arrangement has
been arrived at for a set of industrial
conditions. I find such arrangements
have been repudiated by the other side.

Mr. BICKERTON: The Minister draws
something out of the alr, but can he tell
me one that has been broken? It is pos-
sible to c¢reate industrial strife by bending
an agreement as far as it is possible to
bend it; and it will ever be thus. I can
refer to a simple example that could
spark off an industrial strike. This would
not be a case of breaking an industrial
agreement with a union.

I can give the Minister another example
of a coalmine in New South Wales who
had a certain type of coal that was guit-
able for the manufacture of a certain type
of gas. The name of it was excelsior. The
owner of this mine had a horse which had
body odour; and that is not uncommon.
It is a type of dermatitis, and you, Mr,
Acting Speaker (Mr. Mitchell), would
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know because you have worked among
horses. It is very unpleasant for people
to work with a horse which has that
complaint.

The members of the union refused to
work with this horse at the pit, because
with the circulation of the air the odour
of the animal went right through the mine.
When the management reached the stage
where it had attained its production for
the period it would send the horse back
into the pit agajin. The headline in The
Sydney Morning Herald—and 1 have it to
this day—was “Miners Refuse {o Work
Because Horse Has B.O.” Everyone
thought it was funny, but it was not funny
at all. This was just another method to
create industrial unrest; but the average
person could not be convinced of that, He
would say it was the fault of the miners.

Management does not have to break
industria! agreements to cause strikes, and
the Minister well knows that. He has
spoken to a sufficient number of business
people to know that there are more ways
of killing a ecat than by choking it with
butter, as the saying goes. Indusirial
unrest will continue until such time as
both sides get together and do something
about the matter. Up to the present they
have not been doing that.

It is strange that when a huge organisa-
tion undertakes & project it will contact
the party which supplies the timber, the
party which supplies the bricks, the party
which supplies the earth-moving machi-
nery, the party which supplies the trans-
port, and the rest; and this organisation
will conduct s large conference of the
parties involved. Together they will work
out the contracts and the rest of the
details of the project. However, one of
the ingredients in any successful project
—and in my view it is the most important
ingredient—is an approach to the labour
force, but such an approach is never, or
rarely, made. The orgahisation gene-
rally says it will pick up the labour as it
goes along. Some overseas companies have
worker-representaton on the management.

Mr. Court: Some people have tried to
arrive at an amicable basis,

Mr. BICKERTON: Some have tried and
failed; and others have trled and suc-
ceeded. The Minister is no doubt aware
that the Lincoln Mining Company has
on its hoard of directors representation
from the workers and the management,
The Minister should have discovered this
when he was overseas recently: that more
and more of the larze American com-
panies are reaching the stage where they
realise the value of a contented labour
force, and of a labour force that gains its
fair share of the profitability of the pro-
ject which is undertaken. If only one or
two people profit from an undertaking, it
is all right as far as they are concerned.
But most of us would ask: How much
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value is that to the country as a whole?
When a decision is made to exploit some
raw material or some natural resource,
for it to be of advantage to the State the
State as a whole must benefit. If it is
not possible for the whole State to hene-
fit, then at least three-guarters of the
State should benefit from it—mnot just
some small section.

It is only natural for someone who is
working long hours in & project to feel
that instead of all the great wealth from
it going out of the country, some of it
should be made available to provide some-
thing better for his family. Although this
worker might be earning a fairly large
pay packet, it 1s not 50 very great when
we take into consideration that much of
it is earned basically in overtime; and
wheat he earns is not a great deal more
than what he would earn in Perth if he
worked the same amount of overtime.
There is nothing wrong with a worker
wanting something better for his family;
but as soon as he mentions it openly he
is accused of being an agitator, a com-
munist, or something else.

I think this is the basle cause of much
of the indusirial unrest today: it is that
individuals and groups are not under-
stood by those who are in management.
If we went through some of the biggest
firms in this State I doubt whether we
would find one general manager with any
sort of qualification that would enable
him to class himself as an expert in the
management of personnel. I am sure that
ne general manager could say that he
understood the individual’s outlook. He
could say that he was qualified to build
bridges and that type of thing. How
many firms are there which concentrate
on engaging a person who is gqualified to
handle other men and to get the maxi-
mum out of them, without holding over
their heads some form of threat which
could put them out of employment? This
has been the policy of management since
the very beginning, That is the only
reason why management has been able
to maintaln the work force; particularly
has this been so in recent years. There
has been the threat that if the worker
did not do as he was told he would be out
of a job.

Mr. Court; That does not apply today.
There has been full employment in this
State in the last five years, but now we
are experiencing the worst industrial
trouble ever.

Mr. BICKERTON: Now is the time for
us to look into this matter. We should
say that those who are the employers
should take the same amount of responsi-
bility as the employees far any industrial
troubles that arise.

Let us take into consideration the basic
wage or the basic rate of pay. On what
is this fixed? It is fired on the costs
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operating at the time. When the basic
rate is increased we find that invariably
prices increase. The very reason for the
workers to apply for an increase in the
besic rate Is the increase in costs; and
the purpose of the increase in wages is
to maintain the status quo. However, in
practice that does not apply. What hap-
pens to the workers after they have been
left behind for s number of months or
years as a result of rising costs, and are
then granted an inerease in the basic
rate? It seems that any increase in the
basic rate 1s the occasion for those who
supply and sell goods to boost the prices.
I ask: Who is told always that he is re-
sponsible for putting up prices? The one
who is told this is the person who puts
up a case for Increased wages in order
to maintain the status gquo.

Mr. Lapham: You are forgetting the
Federal Treasurer.

Mr. BICKERTON: That fellow is a
friend of mine! He comes into it also.
It is unfortunate that this blame must
always be placed on the union organisa-
tions. Nobody seems to have thought of
what goes on inside management; and here
I am not discussing so much the person
who is out in the field or even the State
manager. I am discussing the person who
is much higher up. We do not know
whether or not there are any communists
among those higher up, because they do
not come out and say they are communists.

As against that, whenever a case i1s put
up by & union and the management finds
itself up against the wall, the manage-
ment always finds the easy way out by
misleading the public by saying “This is
caused by a lot of agitators.”

Well, 1 suppose it will be with us for a
long time. However, I would have thought
that the Minister, after his trip overseas
where he saw the operations of so many
of these big companies, could come back
and tell us how to overcome this indus-
trial unrest and what the Employers
Federation was doing towards overcoming
it. What sort of avenues are the employers
opening up with regard to the methods of
training they are using for the managerial
side? What assistance is given to the
work force of the country to train suit-
able peaple to look after the employees’
affairs, as well as those of the manage-
ment? I thought that at some time or
other the managers might consider having
on their boards of directors representatives
of those who supply that important
ingredient; that is, labour.

I would like to think that industrial
unrest would cease tomorrow, but per-
sonally I cannot see it, while man is as
selfish as he is now. I think we are getting
there, but we are getting there very
slowly. One of the things which will prob-
ably help most in this case 15 a little word
called “tolerance’; and it is hard to obtain
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from the employer side these days. The
employers will concentrate too much on
placing a blame. Sometimes I think in-
efficiency in managers is to blame for
much of the trouble.

None of us likes to say, “I was at fault.”
If a manhager finds himself in a corner
when he reports to his superlors, he is
inclined to say, “The difficulty here is
that there are too many communists and
too many agitators.”

Mr. Bateman: The easy way out.

Mr. BICKERTON: It is an easy way,
but it is not a good way, and many of
those managers who are s0 quick to use
this expression seem to overlook the fact
that their own early experience which
enabled them to rise to their present
standard of living was brought about, to
a large extent, by the efforts of the union.

If the working man in Great Britain
300 or 400 years ago, had been content
to put up with his conditions, managers
these days would not have achieved thelr
present level of living. It was the worker’s
desire to obtain something better which
has enabled the employers today to have
their Wednesday golf and their Mercedes
Benz. I would not deny them either of
these luxuries. I would have them both
myself possibly if I had a chance. How-
ever, the desire of the working man has
enabled the employers to achieve this
standard of living.

The employers need to ask what s
wrong with their management and occa-
sionally forget about this bogey it is so¢
easy to put forward from time to time,
which would be s0 hard to prove to any-
one but their own particular boards of
directors.

The second point referred to by the
Minister dealt with pollution. I agree
with many of his remarks on this matter
and I am not going into the subject of
pollution, because it has already been
dealt with at length in this Chamber. Ii
is something we must watch and it is a
great danger 1o us.

However, referring back to my other
remarks, the people are up in arms about
pollution. Now, because this involves a
great number of people who probably have
a great voting power, I have not heard
anyone say yet that this fight against
pollution is led by communists and agita-
tors. Why? If members opposite want
to blame all industrial unrest on com-
munists and agitators, why not blame
them for this upheaval over pollution, or
for the agitation concerning land prices
and that sort of thing? But no. That
type of talk is kept for select times.

Mr, Court: These agitators have a par-
ticular funetion. It is their life and their
dedicated role. They are not interested
in things which would do the community
a bit of good.
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Mr. BICKERTON: Would the Minister
say they were men of some brains?

Mr. Court: SBoeme are very able men and
very hard working; but unfortunately they
are dedicated to the wrong cause.

Mr. BICKERTON: Would not some of
those people who have all the brains and
:11: ?so dedicated be on the management

e

Mr., Court: They are not communists.
They do not want to break everyone down.

Mr. BICKERTON: I think the only
communists the Minister knows are those
who say, “I am a communist.” The Min-
ister should do & study of those who do
not say it but who are, nevertheless, com-
munists. He might get a bit of a shock.

Mr. Court: They are the ones we worry
about.

Mr., BICKERTON: I say they could be
handling much of the finance which con-
trole our production.

Mr. Court: Like fun!

Mr. BICKERTON: If they are not, they
certainly have the same ideals as the
people to whom we refer in many In-
stances as communists.

Mr. Court: It would be interesting to
see a communist banker walking down
the street.

Mr. BICKERTON: One would not be
found under my bed, that is for surel

Steel production in the north was the
other point mentioned by the Minister,
and I. was very interested to hear his
comments on this. I do hope we get to
the stage where we have some form of
secondary production because it would be
great for the area. However, before we
go into the matter, I believe there 1s much
room for a great deal of research on the
industrial side generally, and into the co-
operation between mangagement and
unions, to the mutual satisfaction of both
sides.

I disregard these one or two men, be-
cause I think the average Australian per-
son is fair minded and sensible enough, if
it is really made known to him that he
is being led by the nose, to wake up to the
fact. I have great faith In the Australian
to do this. However, as for branding
everyone who is endeavouring to do some-
thing for his organisation as an agitator,
I would not like to be in that at all.

My time is running out, and as I know
that it is hoped to conclude this debate
tonight, I will say no more for the present.

MR. LEWIS (Moore—Minister for Edu-
cation) [9.57 pm.l: I wish very briefly
to reply to some of the comments made by
some members on matters which directly
or indirectly concern my portfolio.
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I refer first to the remarks of the mem-
ber for Maylands who commented on school
sites. I could not detect whether he was
complaining about the price or lack of
planning; but he really touched on both
these factors. He mentioned, in particular,
the cost of the Morley site. For the bene-
fit of the honourable member and other
members I have obtained some information
regarding this particular site.

I am told that three-fifths of the 20-
acre site was purchased for $163,835. An
offer of $109,450 for the balance was re-
jected by the owner, and resumption ac-
tlon is being taken. Whether this will re-
sult in a lower price remains to be seen.

With resard to the planning, the hon-
ourable member was rather critical of the
Government for its lack of planning and
for not acquiring sites. He believed that
surely the Government must have known
about the required sites. I want to telt
the member for Maylands that since this
Government came into office some 197
schoo] sites have been acquired. Actually,
the flgure given me was 260, but I have
studied these very closely and omitted
those mentioned more than once. These
could include extensions to existing sites;
that is, extenslons made so many years
after the schools were established. Very
frequently we find a site is too small and
therefore we must acquire some houses
or other bullding. This is regarded as a
second site, but I refer to such land as
the one site.

I have finally reduced in this manner
the number to 197; but the total cost In-
volved 1s $6,160,712. This involves the
period since the Government came into
office, In the first vear 11 sites were ac-
quired. One might well say that the pre-
sent Government would have been justi-
fled in critieising the previous Government
because it was found necessary in 1960 to
gcquire 11 sites,

I would not go that far; I would say
that all Governments have had occasion
to acquire school sites. I daresay we will
continue, for some years yet, to acquire
sites in various parts of the State. In the
next year 10 sltes were acquired, and in
the following year 18 sites. In 1962-83
the number was 15, and 80 on. Over the
years there has been occasion to acquire
sites, but not all of the sites have been
developed.

Mr. Toms: The sites have been acquired
at ever-increasing prices, unfortunately.

Mr. LEWIS: The prices are not getting
less. The price of land is going up and,
naturally, the cost becomes greater. I do
not want to be political, but disregarding
the sites which have been built on, or
which are about to be built on because
plans have already been made for build-
ing within the next year or two, there are
34 sites out of 187 for which we have no
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plans for development at this stage. Those
34 sites have been acquired for use some
years ahead.

Questions have been asked of the Gov-
ernment—and criticism levelled at it—
regarding the acquisition of this particu-
lar site. I would remind the House that
the pattern of school attendances is vastly
different from what it used to be because
a greater number of youngsters remain
in higeh schools these days. We plan a
high school at site A, and another high
school some distance away at site B. The
sites are worked out on the expected num-
ber of studenis in the area. We now find
with the vast increase in the number of
secondary students that the schools at
site A and site B hecome overcrowded and
it is necessary to acquire a site hetween
the two schools which have already been
constructed. However, in the meantime
the proposed new site has become expen-
sive. The slte has to be acquired of neces-
sity and a fairly high price pald for it.
1 think that deals broadly with the ac-
quisition of sites.

I would also like to say that the ac-
quiring of sites is & matter of fairly fine
judgment, especially when we are lacking
sufficient loan funds to build all the class-
rooms we reguire, and especially when we
need all the other capital expenditure which
is required for education. It is a matter
of pretty fine judgment whether we put
the capital into acquiring sites now to be
used in 10 years’ time, or whether we use
the money to build classrooms where there
is a very urgent need.

It is only a matter of arithmetic to
appreciate that a capital sum spent now,
with the interest and sinking fund added
to it, could become double the amount of
money in 10 years' time. So, to pay $X now
would be relatively the same as paying
twice the amount in 10 years' time. It is
a question of assessing just how soon we
will need a particular site. It could be
10 years, or longer, and we have to assess
whether we should pay a certain amount
of money now or whether we should put
that money into classrooms, which are
more urgently needed. As I have sald,
some judgment is required to know what
is the right thing to do, and sometimes
judgment can prove to be a little astray.

The Leader of the Opposition spoke
about the number of classrooms built, and
he referred to the Governor's Speech. The
part he referred to reads as follows:—

Three hundred and twenty-two
classrooms were constructed and the
number is expected to be exceeded in
1971.

‘The Leader of the Opposition said it could
be assumed, from that statement, that
322 were constructed in 1970. I do not
know how he could assume that, because
we are still only in September, 1970, with
another four months to go.

[ARSEMBLY.]

Mr. Tonkin; The Minister knows I was
referring to the financial year.

Mr. LEWIS: Well, we did not state in
the Governor’s Speech that it was a
financial year.

Mr. Tonkin: Which year did it refer to?

Mr. LEWIS: The Governor's Speech said
that 322 classrooms were constructed, and
the number was expected to be exceeded
in 1971. I appreciate the Leader of the
Opposition's assumption that it was a
financial year, but I intejected, when the
Leader of the Opposition was speaking,
that perhaps he was getting the calendar
year mixed with the flnancial year.

In fact, we built 322 classrooms in the
calendar year of 1969. Perhaps we could
have made it clearer in the Governor's
Speech. The answers given to the ques-
tion relating to the number of classrooms
bullt in particular financial years were
correct, so there is no argument. The
Governor's Speech referred to a calendar
year and not to a financial year. I
merely mention this matter to put the
record straight and to show that the in-
formation given, not only in the Gover-
nor’s Speech but in reply to questions, was
absolutely correct.

The member for Mt. Marshall expressed
his concern—and I am sure this concerns
many members—that some parents, par-
ticularly those who live in the country
where the economic situation has deterior-
ated over the last couple of years, have
found it Increasingly difficult to pay the
cost of boarding their children. This has
occurred even to the point of having to
withdraw the children from the boarding
schools, or from the hostels. I can assure
the honourable member—and all members,
because I know most members are con-
cerned with this problem—that this
matter is receiving very close attention
from the department to see if we can
find some way of alleviating the financial
burden on those parents. At the same
time we are endeavouring to build up the
standard of education which is available
at the country schools. I do not mean the
teaching standards; I mean that the
chaoice of subjects, particularly in the
sentor country high schools, should be as
wide as it is in the metropolitan high
schools.

The member for Merredin-Yilgarn
referred to the Merredin Senlor High
School and said it was of a falirly high
academic standard. I can confirm those
remarks because I saw some recent
figures which showed that the pass rate
at the Merredin Senior High School was
the third highest in the State. I think
that indicates the country students do not
lack anything in academic ability. If we
can get schools of the size we desire, with
a cholece of courses equal to the larger
schools anywhere else, then the children
will respond and recelve the benefit of
those wider courses.



{(Wednesday, 2 September, 1970.)

Just whether we can achleve the two-
fold objective of amssisting the parents and
bullding up the country schools by merely
raising boarding allowances, or in some
other way, Is a matter for very close
examination at present.

I also appreciate the situation where we
have junior high schools scattered over
Iairly wide areas, and at fairly long dis-
tances from senior high schools. I also
appreciate that many country parents are
satisfied with the first three years of
seco;ldary education which their children
receive,

Therefore, we are looking to the pos-
sibility of upgrading the standerd of edu-
cation which is given in a country junior
high school, even in the first three years.
Perhaps this might have to take the form
of travelling science rooms under the direc-
tion of an expert science teacher. This is
one possible facility. However, no deci-
sions have been arrived at, but I merely
mention this to give an indication of the
matters which the department is closely
examining at the present time.

I appreciate the remarks made by the
member for Merredin-Yilgarn on a senior
high school. 'This matter will be examined
to see if we can do something about the
accommodation at the school and at the
hostel. The hostel at Merredin was the
first country high school hostel established
by the hostel anthority. It has since been
extended, but apparently it needs some
further extension or duplication.

The member for Albany mentioned the
building in Albany which the department
was obliged to hire in order to give in-
struction in welding and the motor trades.
The honourable member was a little unfair
when he said that the cost of the two
demountables was being wasted because
they would be used only for a couple of
years. Of course, demountables are not
wasted. At the worst, all that is wasted
is the cost of erecting s demountable and
removing it when it is no longer required
for the purpose. When this occurs, it is
shifted to some other place where it is
needed.

I admit that a fairly high rental is being
pald. I think the honourable member
mentioned a figure of §45 a week. One
could say, “Rather than spend $45 a week
and renovate the building, we will defer
instruction until the technical school is
built in two years’ time.”

The honourable member did not sug-
gest this, and 1 am not sugegesting it either,
because I feel that we have a responsibility
to provide these courses to students in
Albany as quickly as possible, even if
we have to use a makeshift building until
such time as the technical school is
finished. However, the demountables
would not be sultable for this purpose. I
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have made some inquiries on this point
and I am informed they would be entirely
unsuitable for the purpose required.

Mr. McIver: Did the Minister say that
the hostel at Merredin was the first to be
constructed?

Mr. LEWIS: Yes, that is so. It was the
first constructed by the Country High
School Hostels Authority and I believe it
was opened in 1962.

I shal] conclude my remarks with those
few comments, because the hour is getting
late. I repeat that I wanted to make them
to set the record straight on some mis-
understandings which have arisen on mat-
ters connected with my portfolio.

Question put and passed; the Address-
in-Reply thus adopted.

House adjourned at 10.14 p.m.

Legislative Assembly

Wednesday, the 2nd September, 1970

The SPEAKER, (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTIONS (31): ON NOTICE
EBRIDGE

Bridgetown-Boyup Brook Road

Mr. EKITNEY, to the Minister for

Works:

(1) What was the total cost of re-
newing the hridge and approaches
thereto at the junction of the
Bridgetown-Boyup Brook Road,
one mile east of Donnybrook?

(2) Is his department satisfled that
this has now satisfactorily over-
come what has always been con-
sidered a dangerous section of
these roads?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) $26,950 including the channellsa-
tion of the intersection.

(2) Yes.

2. EDUCATION
Preschool Training

. FLETCHER, to the Treasurer:

(1) What formuls is used as a basls
for determining Government
grants to the Kindergarten Asso-
ciatlion of W.A. (Inc.)?

(2) Does cost of —

(a) maintenance to property and
equipment; or

(b) Increase in staff wage or
salary rates,

influence allocation?



